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This document, completed and printed in August, 2001, is dedicated to the students, 

families, and educators who experienced the pain and trauma associated with school 

violence.   

While death is the ultimate form of school violence, thousands of incidents occur 

daily, in which fear and anxiety are associated with school attendance.  Members of the 

task force hope that the suggestions and recommendations in this document will improve 

the quality of life in Isabella County schools by preparing personnel to deal with crisis 

incidents. 

Chief William Yeagley, Mount Pleasant Police Department, brought the initial idea 

of the task force to local police agencies.  As a result, he was appointed by the City of 

Mount Pleasant and designated by local police agencies to head up this project.  He 

enlisted the help of dedicated members of his staff and entrusted to them the work of 

setting up, coordinating and implementing the task force.  

Sgt. Douglas LaLone from the Mt. Pleasant Police Department/Youth Services Unit 

was invaluable in arranging for the various site visits and coordinating discussion groups 

to generate recommendations.   Mary E. Burandt and Sgt. LaLone of the Youth Services 

Unit are responsible for the completion of this document.  Pat Housley, Steve Smith and 

Ron Marmarelli of Central Michigan University completed final editing on the document. 

Finally, a sincere and heartfelt thank you is owed to the personnel of the various 

communities who permitted the task force to learn from their experiences. 

Members of the task force who generously gave of their time, their employers, and 

their positions and the state locations of the sites each member visited are listed as 

follows:  



 
Law Enforcement 
 
Chief William Yeagley, Mount Pleasant Police Department 

Sgt. Douglas LaLone, Mt. Pleasant Police Department/Youth Services Unit (AR, CO, 
KY, MI, MS) 

Sgt. Daniel Gaffka, Mt. Pleasant Police Department (MI) 

Officer Michael Covarrubias, Mt. Pleasant Police Department (KY) 

 
Court 
 
Ms. Kim Stegman, Intensive Probation Officer, Isabella County Trial Court-Family 

Division (CO, MS, MI) 

Ms. Cynthia Lewis, Friend of the Court Investigator, Isabella County Trial Court (AR) 

Education 
 
Mr. Robert Cosan, Associate Superintendent, Gratiot/Isabella Regional Education 

Service District (MI) 

Mr. Roger Gilbert, Principal, Mary McGuire Elementary School, Mt. Pleasant Schools 
(CO, MS) 

Dr. Rena Richtig, Professor, Department of Education and Community Resources, 
Central Michigan University (CO, KY, AR) 

Ms. Amy Wassmann, Consultant, Gratiot/Isabella Regional Education Service District 

Mr. Byron Doty, Consultant, Gratiot/Isabella Regional Education Service District 

Mr. Terrence Jimerson, Teacher, Morey Charter School 

 
Mental Health 
 
Ms. Kim Rogers, Program Supervisor, Central Michigan Community Mental Health (AR, 

CO, KY, MS) 

Dr. Joan Hornak, Licensed Psychologist/Licensed Professional Counselor, Professor, 
Central Michigan University (AR) 



 
Media 
 
Ms. Pat Housley, Director of College Relations, Office of Public Relations and 

Marketing, Central Michigan University (MI, MS) 

Clergy 
 
Rev. Barry Flanders, Young Church, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan (AR, CO, KY)  
      
Consultant 
 
Dr. Walter J. Lesiak, Licensed Psychologist; Consultant, Mt. Pleasant Public Safety; 
Central Michigan University Professor - Retired (MI, MS)     
 


