
Mt. Pleasant Planning Commission 

Minutes of Work Session 

April 7, 2016 

 

Present:  Driessnack, Hoenig, Horgan, Irwin, Kostrzewa. 

 

Absent:  Cotter, Dailey, Friedrich, one vacancy 

 

 Staff: Kain, Murphy  

 

I.  Mt. Pleasant Center 

 

In preparation for the upcoming community workshop scheduled for April 18, 2016, Kain shared a 

map of the Mt. Pleasant Center property, and asked the Planning Commission to think about what we 

need to be prepared for;  what are some of the criticisms and pitfalls concerning the Mt. Pleasant 

Center.   

 

Kain outlined the basic framework for the workshop, which will start with Nancy Ridley providing a 

comprehensive overview of what has happened with the property up to this point in time.  The second 

part of the workshop will consist of breakout sessions, where groups will discuss their thoughts/ideas 

for the property:  What's acceptable, what's not, etc.  Afterwards the group will come together for a 

closing session. 

 

Commissioner Irwin commented that he feels a couple of questions will come up:  Do the buildings 

all have to be demolished and if so, what is the cost for doing this.  In addition, how much money has 

been invested so far. 

 

Commissioner Driessnack suggested that it will be difficult to get anything tangible out of the 

workshop, suggesting that it may be more beneficial to have some ideas prepared by city staff for the 

community to consider.  He also suggested it might be beneficial to solicit opinions from developers 

who have been involved with large projects. 

 

Commissioner Horgan commented that we should ask the public what is missing from Mt. Pleasant;  

what do we need more of; what we have too much of, etc.  

 

Kain noted that the hopes are to get some consensus on some key points (i.e., is there land there that 

should not be developed).  Kain noted that Mt. Pleasant will likely never have an opportunity like this 

again, with this much land to develop and commented that the public will need to be cautioned that 

this is something that will take time to develop.   

 

Kain encouraged the Planning Commission's attendance at the workshop.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 


