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WHY MOTOR VEHICLE LARCENIES?  
 
The increase in motor vehicle larcenies is a national trend. The reason these larcenies are on 
the rise is because people leave valuables in plain view and make it too easy for a thief to gain 
access to their vehicle. Thieves can quickly enter vehicles. Increasingly, we are finding that they 
also are using personal information found in vehicles to commit identity theft.  
 
Here are some key tips from the Mt. Pleasant Department of Public Safety on preventing car 
larcenies: 

 Lock your doors and trunk, roll the windows up tight, and close the sunroof. 

 Never leave any keys in the car or ignition, inside a locked garage, or in hide-a-key 

boxes. 

 Never leave ANYTHING on display when you leave your vehicle, not even loose 

change, cigarettes, cigarette lighters, sunglasses, CD’s, cell phones, stereos, cameras, 

and clothing. 

 Remember, if they can see it, they will try to steal it. 

 Lock your valuables in your trunk or place them into a locked glove compartment. Hiding 

items under seats is better than leaving them in plain view, but securing them inside the 

glove compartment or trunk is a far better deterrent. 

 If you must put valuables in the trunk, place them there before arriving at your parking 

destination. 

 Park in a well-lit area with plenty of pedestrian traffic if you expect to return to your car 

after dark. 

 If you have a garage, use it. When parked in a garage, lock the garage as well as your 

vehicle and close the windows. 

 If your vehicle has an alarm or other anti-theft device, use it! 

 Engrave expensive accessories with your VIN or personal identification number. This 

helps police in tracing stolen items. 

 Keep a record of all your credit card numbers. Write down the serial numbers, makes 

and models of your personal property. 

 Never leave your car running unattended, even to dash into a business, store, etc. 

 Watch for suspicious-acting people who are loitering or lurking in the area of 

parked vehicles, call 911 and describe the person’s gender, race, height, weight, 

clothing and age, license number (if available) or mode of transportation, and 

exact location. 

Remember, car larcenies are crimes of opportunity and are preventable. These are just a few 
things you can do to prevent them. Once you realize the steps you need to take, we are 
counting on you to do them on a daily basis! Thank you for helping to keep our community safe. 


