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PROGRAM DETAILS 
 

As part of the Urban Forestry Plan, the City’s Street Department 

plants approximately 100 trees in the rights-of-way throughout the City 

each spring.  The goal of this plan is to establish a diverse population of 

street trees within the City to enhance the aesthetic appeal of the streets 

and neighborhoods and to increase the wellbeing of our citizens.  Trees not 

only supply shade and beauty, but also improve air quality by reducing the 

amount of carbon dioxide in the air. 

Under the Urban Forestry Plan, the City established a Free Tree 

Planting Program for residents who live within the City limits to have a free 

tree planted in the right-of-way in front of their property.   Applications for 

this program are available at the Public Works office or online at www.mt- 

pleasant.org/departments/division_of_public_works/street/services_and_ 

programs.asp. Residents may indicate a preferred location on the form for 

planting in the right-of-way, but the Street Department will confirm the 

best location for the tree.  Once the tree is planted, we ask that you keep 

the tree watered, especially during the hot summer months of June, July 

and August.  If you wish to plant your own tree in the right-of-way, you 

must obtain a permit from the Division of Public Works.  There is no 

charge for the permit.  However, there are some restrictions as to the 

species of trees that can be planted in the right-of-way.  If you have any 

questions about the program or acceptable tree species that can be planted 

in the right-of-way, please contact the Public Works office at 779-5401. 

 



 

CITY OF MT. PLEASANT 
TREE PLANTING PROGRAM 

LIST OF AVAILABLE SPECIES 
(Selections may vary depending on availability) 

 

 

 

Malus (flowering Crabapple) 

Popular choices because of their beauty, several varieties of flowering crabapple 
trees have been planted in the city in the last five years because they are tolerant 
of urban soil conditions.  Crabapple trees flower in an assortment of colors 
depending on the variety chosen.   
  
  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Malus x ‘Brandywine’  
Brandywine Crabapple 
Roses may be red, but this beautiful 
crabapple features rose-pink to scarlet-
red colored double blooms that might 
make you think you have your very own 
rose tree!  The dark hunter green   
foliage compliments the lovely blooms.  
Even its fruit is charming - it resembles 
miniature orange pumpkins!  The 
Brandywine Crabapple will grow to 
approximately 15-20’ tall with a 20’ 
spread. 
 

 

Malus x ‘Prairiefire’ 
Prairiefire Crabapple 
Put some real fire in your landscape with 
this exceptionally attractive tree!   
The Prairiefire crabapple features dark 
red bark and deep pink to pink-red 
blossoms that are followed by small 
maroon colored fruit that does not drop.  
Its pretty, deep maroon leaves change to 
green with red accents.  It will reach a 
height of 15-20’ tall with an equal size 
spread. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Other Popular Selections 
 

Malus x ‘Spring Snow’ 
Spring Snow Crabapple 
If you prefer a tidy flowering tree, the 
Spring Snow Crabapple is an excellent 
choice!  This non-fruit bearing variety has 
delicate snow white blossoms and its green 
leaves turn a rich, buttery golden color in 
the fall.  A bit larger than other varieties, 
the Spring Snow Crabapple will reach 25-
30’ tall with a 15-20’ spread when mature.  
If clean is your scene, try the Spring Snow 
Crabapple!  

  

  

Quercus Rubra  
Northern Red Oak 
If you are looking for a tree that will 
provide excellent shade in the summer, 
yet exhibit striking color in the fall, 
then the Red Oak is for you!  This oak 
variety is tolerant of most urban soil 
conditions, which is why it is such an 
important staple for street landscaping.  
Its pointed-toothed green leaves turn a 
stunning crimson red to warm russet 
color in autumn.  The Northern Red 
Oak is considered a medium to large 
oak variety, reaching 70-90’ high when 
fully grown.  However, Street 
Department crews will keep it trimmed 
to a reasonable height.  A handsome 
choice!  
  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Kwanzan Flowering Cherry  
No other flowering tree exclaims spring 
has arrived better than the Kwanzan 
Flowering Cherry!  The subject of our 
cover photo, this breathtakingly beautiful 
tree is one of the hardiest and showiest of 
all cherry tree varieties.  Tiny pink buds 
burst open with dramatic double-pink 
blooms that resemble carnation flowers.  
Its leaves turn copper, orange or pale 
yellow in the fall.  A rapidly growing tree, 
the Kwanzan Flowering Cherry will 
measure 15-25’ tall with a 15-25’ spread 
when fully grown, and thrives in full or 
partial sun.  The Kwanzan is an exquisite 
addition to any home landscape! 
  

 

Syringa reticulata  
Japanese Tree Lilac “Ivory Silk” 
The Japanese Tree Lilac is more tree-like 
than the run-of-the-mill lilac shrub found in 
most backyards, with an oval crown, rigid, 
upright spreading branches, and a wider, 
sturdier trunk. The bark also provides 
interest, ranging from dark gray-brown to 
purple in color. Large, fragrant ivory 
colored blossoms appear in June, long after 
most lilac flowers have exhausted their 
blooms. The fragrant flowers are followed 
by light tan to chocolate brown colored 
fruit.   It will reach approximately 25’ high 
with a 15’ spread at maturity.  Birds love to 
nest in this tree, so if you’re an avid bird 
watcher the Japanese Tree Lilac is a wise 
choice!   

 



 
 
 

Pyrus calleryana x ‘Redspire’ 
Redspire Callery Pear 
If a flowering crabapple is not your 
style, try this little beauty!  The fast 
growing Redspire Callery Pear tree is 
an upright-spreading variety with large, 
pretty white flowers that bloom in 
early spring.  Its leaves emerge red-
purple, turn green, then to yellow-
orange in the fall.  Not pear-producing 
trees in the traditional sense, wildlife 
favor its pea-size fruit.  A number of 
Callery Pear trees were planted in the 
downtown area several years ago 
because they are perfect for small 
growing areas.  The Redspire Callery 
Pear will reach approximately 35-40’ 
tall with a 20-30’ spread at maturity.   
  
  

 

Eucommia ulmoides  
Hardy Rubber Tree 
Urban tough yet street sweet, the 
Hardy Rubber tree sports 3-8” 
long glossy green leaves that are 
virtually pest and disease free!  
Reaching a height of 40-60’ tall at 
maturity, this tree is exceptional at 
night because its foliage appears to 
shimmer in the moonlight.  Not to 
be confused with a rubber plant, 
the Hardy Rubber Tree is an eye-
catching and unique shade tree 
choice for any landscape! 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ulmus x ‘Morton’  
Morton Elm 

Do you miss the cool shade of the 
classic Elm trees from days of 
yesteryear?  The Morton Elm is a 
hybrid that closely resembles the 
classic Elm shade trees found across 
the United States before Dutch Elm 
Disease (DED) felled most of the 
species.  This Elm hybrid is DED 
resistant and rapidly grows at a rate of 
12-18” per year, reaching a maximum 
height of 70’.  Its leaves will turn an 
attractive, soft yellow hue in autumn.  
The Morton Elm is an excellent 
alternative to the run-of-the-mill, 
found-on-every-block type of shade 
tree.   

 

Ulmus x ‘Frontier’  
Frontier Elm 

The Frontier Elm is another hybrid 
Elm developed to be resistant to 
Dutch Elm Disease (DED).  It is vase-
shaped or pyramidal in form.  The 
Frontier Elm sports glossy green 
leaves that transform into a beautiful 
burgundy color in the fall; quite 
uncommon for most shade trees.  
Smaller than most other Elm 
varieties, the Frontier Elm will reach 
just 25’-40’ tall with a 15-30’ spread 
when fully grown.  The Frontier Elm 
is wonderful complement to any 
young or established lawn shade 
trees, such as oaks or maples. 



Did you know? 
• Two mature trees provide enough oxygen for a family of four. 
• Well placed trees help reduce energy costs by decreasing heating costs as 

much as 10-50%.      
• Three trees located strategically around your property can cut air 

conditioning bills in half. 
• In 50 years, one tree recycles more than $37,000 worth of water, provides 

$31,000 worth of erosion control, and $62,000 worth of air pollution control. 
• Property values of homes that have trees in the landscape are 5-20% higher 

than those without trees. 
• Trees trap soil that would otherwise become silt, which helps prevent 

flooding. 
• The “State of Our Urban Forests” study recommended that healthy cities aim 

for a 40% tree cover (equivalent of 20 large trees per acre) to ensure their 
ecological, economic, and social sustainability. 

• Trees create buffers to reduce noise.   
Source: Isabella County Conservation District and 

www.treesatlanta.org/facts 
 

 
Applications are accepted until  

December 31st of the current year for planting the following spring.   
 

Please note: Selections may vary  
depending on availability  

 
 

If you have any questions about the program,  
please contact the  

Department of Public Works 
at (989) 779-5401 

 


