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Police Capt. Andy Latham graduates from FBI National Academy
MT. PLEASANT, Mich. – Police Capt. Andy Latham graduated from the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) National Academy this month, making him the fifth officer from the Mt. Pleasant Police
Department (MPPD) to complete the prestigious program. Held at the FBI campus in Quantico, VA, the
ten-week academy is designed specifically for leaders in law enforcement and serves to improve the
administration of justice in police departments and agencies at home and abroad.
Latham first learned of the National Academy several years ago when the lieutenant for MPPD at the
time graduated from the program. “It was after listening to him tell of his experience that I made it my
goal to attend the academy,” said Latham. “So, when the opportunity presented itself for me to apply, I
did.”
Attendance is by invitation only, and Latham was one of approximately 220 leaders in law enforcement
from all over the world selected to take part. “The most rewarding part of the program was meeting all
of the folks from around our country and the world,” said Latham. “I realized that no matter the size of
the agency or resources available, we all try to police our communities the best we can. No matter
where you’re from, there is a great deal of support and camaraderie among law enforcement
worldwide.”
During the program, Latham completed specialized trainings and fitness challenges, as well as rigorous
coursework through the University of Virginia focused on leadership, behavioral science, communication
in law and more.
“I’m very thankful to all who had a hand in allowing me to attend the academy, and to those who took
on my duties while I was away,” he said. “Without a doubt, this includes my wife.”
Previous graduates of the program include current Mt. Pleasant Director of Public Safety Paul Lauria and
Sergeant Dan Gaffka. The City’s former Director of Public Safety Bill Yeagley and former Lieutenant Jeff
Shell also attended the academy.
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