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 Mt. Pleasant Zoning Board of Appeals 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

October 26, 2022 
 
       

I. Chair Raisanen called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present:  Friedrich, McGuire, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman 
Absent:  White 
 
Staff: Brian Kench, Laura Delamater 
 

II. Approval of the Agenda: 
 
Motion by McGuire support by Friedrich to approve the agenda. 
 
Ayes: Friedrich, McGuire, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman 
Nays: None  
 
Motion was approved unanimously. 
 

III. Approval of the Minutes: 
 
A. July 27, 2022 
 
Raisanen requested a change be made to the July 27, 2022 minutes on page 3, Orlik 
closed the Public Hearing, was closed. (remove the (comma), was closed). 
 
Motion by Orlik support by McGuire to approve the July 27, 2022 minutes as amended. 
 
Ayes: Friedrich, McGuire, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman 
Nays: None 
 
Motion was approved unanimously. 

 
IV. Communications: 

 
A. None 
 

V. Public Hearings: 
 
Chair Raisanen reviewed the bylaws and board procedures for the Public Hearing. 
 
A. ZBA-22-03 611 & 617 E. Broadway – Request for a variance from Section 

154.405.A of the Zoning Ordinance to permit the location of the main entrance on 
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side elevation (West) where the code requires the entrance to be in the facade (Wall 
Facing Broadway Street). 

 
Kench introduced the ZBA-22-03 submitted by Andrew Theisen, Konwinski 
Construction, requesting a variance from Section 154.405.A of the Zoning Ordinance 
to permit the location of the main entrance on side elevation (West) where the code 
requires the entrance to be in the façade (Wall Facing Broadway Street). 
 
Kench reviewed the property’s zoning and other characteristics as well as the current 
use, zoning, and future land use of adjacent properties.  The property is zoned CD-4 
with the future land use being designated mixed use-high density.  Kench reviewed 
pertinent sections and definitions from the Zoning Ordinance.   
 
Kench reviewed the site plans and provided an overview of the pre-application meeting 
and the changes that were proposed after that meeting.  Kench reviewed the design 
features and changes that are proposed. 
 
Kench shared photos of the area and current conditions of the buildings currently on 
the property.   
 
Orlik asked about the main entrance facing Broadway.  Discussion took place. 
 
Raisanen called on the applicant to present their case. 
 
Tim Beebe, Central Michigan Surveying & Development and Andy Theisen, 
Konwinski Construction, were on hand to address the board.  Tim complimented the 
Pre-Application Meeting process that the City has created and discussed the main issue 
that came out of that meeting being the main entrance on the façade.  (Broadway 
Street).  Beebe discussed some of the challenges of doing the proposed renovation on 
the business while remaining open.  Beebe reviewed the proposed option for the main 
door facing Broadway.  Beebe provided an overview of the current site and proposed 
changes and additions. 
 
Andrew Theisen reviewed the project and explained that their client is very interested 
in maintaining a pedestrian friendly entrance.  The concessions made were aimed at an 
attempt to capture the intent of the ordinance.   
 
Raisanen asked if there were any questions for the applicants. 
 
Discussion took place.  Orlik commented that he liked the symmetry of it, that the 
actual point of entry is still facing Broadway.  Theisen stated that he tried hard to 
convince city staff that they were meeting the intent (of the ordinance) there, that their 
entrance faces Broadway.  He stated that he felt that’s why Brian (Kench) spent so 
much time with definitions, because he picked them apart; looking to try to capture that 
existing entrance as a plausible option. 
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Raisanen opened the Public Hearing.   
 
 
Kench noted that there were no electronic communications.  There being no one who 
wished to speak, Raisanen closed the Public Hearing. 
 
Raisanen asked if there were any correspondence regarding the case.   
 
Kench discussed the comments from Director of Fire Safety, and comments from the 
Department of Public Works.   
 
Discussion took place. 
 
Raisanen went through the finding of facts. 
 
Motion by Orlik, support by Friedrich to approve ZBA-22-03 filed on behalf of 
Broadway Family Dentistry, for a variance from section to permit the use of the existing 
main entrance located in the west elevation of the building as part of an expansion plan 
for the business at 611 East Broadway Street.  Parking is already established to service 
this existing west elevation entrance.  The construction must comply with all Fire 
Department and DPW stimulations. 
 
Vote: 
Ayes:  Friedrich, McGuire, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman 
Nays:  
 
Motion carries; the variance is granted. 

 
VI. Public Comments: 

 
Raisanen opened the public comment.  Kench noted that there were no public 
comments submitted via zoom or electronically.  There being no one who wished to 
address the board, Raisanen closed public comment. 
 

VII. Old Business: 
 

A. None 
 

VIII. New Business: 
 

A. Two cases for November 16, 2022 Zoning Board of Appeals meeting. 
 

IX. Other Business: 
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A.  None 
 

X. Adjournment: 
 

Motion by Friedrich, support by McGuire to adjourn. 
 
Ayes: Friedrich, McGuire, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman 
Nays: None 
 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
 
lkd 
 
 

   


