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 Mt. Pleasant Zoning Board of Appeals 
Minutes of the Regular Meeting 

July 27, 2022 
 
       

I. Vice-Chair Orlik called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. 
 
Present:  McGuire, Orlik, Stressman, White 
Absent: Friedrich, Raisanen 
 
Staff: Brian Kench, Laura Delamater 
 

II. Approval of the Agenda: 
 
Motion by Stressman support by McGuire to approve the agenda. 
 
Ayes: McGuire, Orlik, Stressman, White 
Nays: None  
 
Motion was approved unanimously. 
 

III. Approval of the Minutes: 
 
A. April 27, 2022 
 
Orlik requested changes on page 3: Staricha stated that his realtor at the time had given 
him a packet of information about the house itself and it noted that there was three units 
structures on the house property.   Also, on page 3: Kench explained that with a tri-plex 
generally has shared common walls.  In this case the we potentially have a duplex and 
a single-family, would be considered three (3) dwelling units on the property under the 
rental licensing program. 
On page 6: McGuire asked for clarification on whether all or just one of the findings 
of fact had to be met to grantd a variance. 
 
Motion by Stressman support by McGuire to approve the minutes as corrected. 
 
Ayes: McGuire, Orlik, Stressman, Whiteman  
Nays: None 
 
Motion was approved unanimously. 

 
IV. Communications: 

 
A. None 
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V. Public Hearings: 
 
A. ZBA-22-02 – 2002 S. Mission – Request for a variance from Section 154.405.A of 

the Zoning Ordinance to permit an increase in the height of a fence from 4 feet to 
5 ½ feet. 

 
Orlik reviewed the bylaws and board procedures for the Public Hearing.  
 
Kench introduced the ZBA-22-02 submitted by John Hunter on behalf of NISCO, INC., 
D/B/A/ O’KELLY’S SPORTS BAR & GRILLE requesting a variance from Section 
154.405.A of the Zoning Ordinance to permit an increase in the height of a fence from 
4 feet to 5 ½ feet.  Kench discussed the rental license history for the property. 
 
Kench reviewed the property’s zoning and other characteristics as well as the current 
use, zoning, and future land use of adjacent properties.  The property is zoned CD-5 
with the future land use being designated mixed use-high density. 
 
Kench discussed the survey of the property.  Kench reviewed the proposed parking for 
the property. 
 
Kench shared photos of the area and current conditions of the buildings currently on 
the property. 
 
Kench explained that the applicant is looking for a variance to permit an increase in the 
height of a fence from 4 foot to 5 ½ foot.  The applicant is looking to re-use the 
decorative fencing that is enclosing the current space, which was installed under a 
former zoning ordinance, and no longer complies with the city zoning standards. 
 
Orlik asked if the board had any questions for Mr. Kench before the applicant presents 
his case. 
 
Orlik asked if the 5 ½ foot fence was permitted under a previous ordinance. 
 
Kench stated that it was. 
 
Orlik asked about the City Engineer’s comments. 
 
Kench explained that those requirements would need to be met under the approval 
process. 
 
Orlik called on Mr. John Hunter to present his case. 
 
Hunter explained that the State of Michigan Liquor Control and the City of Mt. Pleasant 
permitted temporary outdoor dining, as part of the response to the pandemic, to provide 
greater social distancing for patrons.  During this time, they expanded the existing patio 
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and the customers have gotten accustom to the additional room.  Hunter explained that 
safety is the biggest concern for the request for the higher fence.  Hunter explained that 
DPS Director Lauria as well as Liquor Control are in favor of the higher fence. 
 
Orlik opened discussion. 
 
Discussion took place. 
 
Stressman asked if the 5 ½ foot fence was tall enough?  He noted the current planters 
that were beside the fence. 
 
Hunter explained that the fence had been working well at the current 5 ½ foot height 
and the planters were not going to be part of the new proposed fence area. 
 
Orlik opened the Public Hearing.  Kench noted that there were no electronic 
communications.  There being no one who wished to speak, Orlik closed the Public 
Hearing. 
 
Orlik asked if there were any correspondence regarding the case.   
 
Kench discussed the memo from Director of Public Safety, Paul Lauria and comments 
from City Engineer Stacie Tewari, and Fire Marshall, Brad Doepker. 
 
Discussion took place. 
 
Orlik went through the finding of facts. 
 
Motion by Stressman, support by McGuire to approve ZBA-22-02 filed by John 
Hunter, on behalf of NISCO, INC., D.B.A. O’Kelly’s Sports Bar & Grille, for a 
variance from section 154.405.A to permit an increase in the allowable height for a 
fence enclosing their outdoor dining/patio area at 2002 S. Mission Street to 5 ½ feet. 
 
Orlik requested that there be an addition to the motion of: Finalized measurements will 
be conveyed to the Fire Marshall. 
 
Roll call vote 
 
Ayes:  McGuire, Orlik, Stressman, White 
Nays:  
 
Motion carries; the variance is granted. 

 
VI. Public Comments: 
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Orlik opened the public comment.  Kench noted that there were no public comments 
submitted via zoom or electronically.  There being no one who wished to address the 
board, Orlik closed public comment. 
 

VII. Old Business: 
 

A. None 
 

VIII. New Business: 
 

A. None 
 

IX. Other Business: 
 
A.  None 

 
X. Adjournment: 

 
Motion by McGuire, support by White to adjourn. 
 
Ayes: McGuire, Orlik, Stressman, White 
Nays: None 
 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:42 p.m. 
 
lkd 
 
 

   


