
 

 

Mt. Pleasant Zoning Board of Appeals 
Minutes of Electronically Conducted Regular Meeting  

September 23, 2020 
 
Kench called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
I. Roll Call: Staff called roll. 

 
 Members Present: Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman, White.  
 
 Staff:  Kench, Murphy 
  

II. Kench welcomed Commissioner Friedrich to the Board as the reappointed cross-over 
member from the Planning Commission 
 

III. Election of Officers: 
 

Staff opened the floor for nominations for Chair. 
 
Motion by Orlik, support by Friedrich, to nominate Commissioner Raisanen as Chair. There 
were no other nominations.  
 
Roll Call Vote: 
Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Staff turned the meeting over to Chair Raisanen. 
 
Motion by Raisanen, support by Friedrich, to nominate Orlik as Vice-Chair. There were no 
other nominations.  
 
Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 

IV. Approval of Agenda:   
 
Motion by Orlik, support by Friedrich, to approve the agenda. 
 
Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 

V. Approval of Minutes:  October 23, 2019 Meeting 
 
Motion by Orlik, support by Friedrich, to approve the minutes from the October 23, 2019 
meeting. 
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Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 

VI. Communications:  
 
Staff reported that there were no communications to share at this time. 
 

VII. Public Comments:   
 
Chair Raisanen opened the floor for public comments.    
 
Chair Raisanen recognized Becky Murphy on her valuable work with the City as it relates to 
the ZBA and congratulated her on her retirement. 
 
There being no one who wished to address the Board, the Public Comments session was 
closed. 
 

VIII. Public Hearings:   
 

Chair Raisanen asked staff to introduce Case ZBA-01-2020. 
 
Kench explained board proceedings, noting that a quorum was present. 
 
A. ZBA-01-2020 – 910-914 W Pickard. 

 
Kench introduced ZBA-01-2020 submitted by Mark Coyne requesting a variance from 
Section 154.410.B.4.v.iv of the Zoning Ordinance to allow the placement of an electric car 
charging station within the first lot layer at 910 W. Pickard.  
 
Kench reviewed the property’s zoning and other characteristics as well as the current use, 
zoning, and future land use of adjacent properties.  
 
Kench shared a map of the area, showing the proposed location of the charging stations, 
noting that the applicant will be taking advantage of existing hard surface that was at one 
time used for pay phones.  Kench further noted that the business has operated out of this 
location since 1990 under a Special Use Permit, with several updates to the site over the years 
to allow for fueling of larger vehicles at the rear of the site.  The site also includes a car wash. 
Kench noted that with the updated vehicle technology the applicant is looking to add 
electrical charging stations. 
 
Tim Bebee, Central Michigan Surveying and Development, addressed the Board as 
representative for the applicant.  Mr. Bebee commented that the applicant wishes to install 
two new charging stations for cars and small trucks.  Mr. Bebee indicated that they felt this 
location makes the most sense as it will keep cars away from semi-trucks, which are fueled 
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and serviced at the rear of the site.  He also noted that the charging stations would not be any 
closer to the road than the existing equipment. 
 
Commissioner Friedrich asked how long it takes to recharge a vehicle.  Mr. Bebee responded 
around 20 minutes. 
 
Vice-Chair Orlik asked for verification that all electrical wires would be underground.  Mr. 
Bebee confirmed that was correct. 
 
Vice-Chair Orlik asked if there would be any change in the footprint as the stations would be 
located in the area that was previously used for pay phones. 
 
Mr. Coyne noted that there may be a slight enlargement of the concrete pads for the new 
transformers. 
 
Chair Raisanen reviewed the findings of fact that are required for granting a variance, with 
the Board acknowledging that granting the variance would allow the existing use to continue 
with updated technology that would be a benefit to the community and that the existing 
impervious surface would be utilized for the charging stations.  The Board noted that this 
would not be a hindrance and would in fact enhance the safety by not intermixing truck 
traffic with passenger vehicles. 
 
Chair Raisanen opened the public hearing. 
 
There being no one who wished to speak, the public hearing was closed. 
 
Kench reported that no correspondence was received. 
 
Board Discussion: 
 
Motion by Orlik, support by Stressman, to approve the variance request, with a finding that the 
conditions outlined in Section 154.164 have been met to grant the variance in this case. The 
Board found that there will be no changes in the footprint of the building and the applicant is 
replacing the old technology of pay phones with the updated technology of electric car 
charging stations that will be of service to the community and will in no way negatively 
impact the community or the adjacent property. 
 
Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 

 
IX.  Old Business: 
 

  Kench reported there was no old business. 
 

XI.    New Business 
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A.  October ZBA Meeting:  No anticipated cases 
 

Chair Raisanen asked if, in the event there were no cases, would there would be 
communication from our office with a proposed 2021 meeting schedule. 
 
Kench acknowledged there would and also suggested that if there were no cases, the Board 
may still wish to meet in January to elect a Chair and Vice Chair. 

 
XI. Adjournment 

 
Motion by Friedrich, support by Assmann, to adjourn. 
 

Ayes:  Assmann, Friedrich, Orlik, Raisanen, Stressman. 
Nays:  None 
Motion approved unanimously. 
 

 Meeting adjourned at 7:25 p.m. 
 
 

bam 


