
Regular Meeting of the City Commission 
Monday, April 27, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS:  
 

1. Introduce Recreation and Sports Director Ryan Longoria. 
2. In-car video presentation by Police Captain Paul Lauria. 
3. Presentation of the 2015 William Brehm Tourism Award to Mt. Pleasant 

Parks and Recreation. 
 
ADDITIONS TO AGENDA:  
 
PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS:  
 
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 

4. Minutes of the Mt. Pleasant Planning Commission (March). 
5. Minutes of the Historic District Commission (December). 
6. 2014 Annual Report. 
7. First Quarter Investment Report. 
8. Notice of Temporary Traffic Control Order T5-2015. 
9. Communication from Brandon McQueen regarding potential ballot 

initiative regarding legalization of marijuana. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: DESIGNATED (*) ITEMS 
 
CITY COMMISSION MINUTES: 
 

10. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held April 13, 2015. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 
 

11. Public hearing on the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and consider 
approval of the same. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS: 
 

* 

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE.  PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO NEED ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE 
MAY CALL THE HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AT 779-5313.  A 48-HOUR ADVANCE NOTICE IS NECESSARY FOR 
ACCOMMODATION.  HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS MAY CONTACT THE CITY VIA THE MICHIGAN RELAY CENTER FOR SPEECH & 
HEARING IMPAIRED: 1-800-649-3777. 
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12. Bids and Quotations 

a. Road Salt 
 

13. Consider setting a public hearing for May 11, 2015 on the CDBG Jockey 
Alley (Parking Lot #2) grant close-out. 
 

14. Consider amendments to the Sidewalk License Policy. 
 

15. Consider approval of sidewalk licenses for Midori, Market on Main, 
Rubbles and Crème de la Crème. 
 

16. Consider Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy. 
 

17. Consider recommendation from the Property Committee to accept the 
assignment of the land contract from Mt. Pleasant Public Schools to 
Gratiot Isabella RESD for sites in Eastpointe IV.  

 
18. Consider resolution to approve amended language of Article XIV, Section 

5 of the City Charter and submit for placement on the November ballot. 
 

19. Consider Preston Street Cost Sharing MOU with Central Michigan 
University. 
 

20. Consider commercial franchise agreement for utility use. 
 

21. Receive and discuss recommended agenda template change. 
 

22. Consider closed session pursuant to subsection 8 (h) of the Open Meetings 
Act for on material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or 
federal statute. 
 

23. Approval of payrolls and warrants. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ON CITY-RELATED ISSUES AND CONCERNS: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
RECESS: 
 
WORK SESSION:  
 

24. Presentation on the 2016-2020 Capital Improvement Plan. 
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE.  PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO NEED ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE 
MAY CALL THE HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AT 779-5313.  A 48-HOUR ADVANCE NOTICE IS NECESSARY FOR 
ACCOMMODATION.  HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS MAY CONTACT THE CITY VIA THE MICHIGAN RELAY CENTER FOR SPEECH & 
HEARING IMPAIRED: 1-800-649-3777. 



Mt. Pleasant Planning Commission 

Minutes of Regular Meeting 

March 5, 2015 

 

I. Chairman Cotter called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. 

 

Present:  Cotter, Dailey, Driessnack, Friedrich, Hoenig, Horgan, Irwin, Ranzenberger. 

   

  Absent:  Kostrzewa 

 

  Staff:  Bean, Kain, Mrdeza, Murphy.  

 

II. Approval of Agenda: 

 

Chairman Cotter requested that Item X.B.1. be moved up on the Agenda to IX.A. 

 

Motion by Cotter, support by Driessnack to approve amended agenda. 

 

Motion approved. 

 

III.  Approval of Minutes 

 

Motion by Dailey, support by Ranzenberger to approve the minutes from the February 5, 2015 

meeting as submitted. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

IV. Zoning Board of Appeals Report for February : 

 

  Commissioner Friedrich reported that the ZBA heard three cases at their February meeting.  They 

approved a variance for the reconstruction of the parking lot at the Chippewa River District 

Library to allow a four foot reduction in the overall width of the lot. 

 

  In addition, the ZBA heard a request regarding 1024 & 1026 S. Main where the applicant wanted 

to raze the existing buildings, combine the lots and build a RSO.  The applicant was requesting 

two additional occupants (one per lot) as part of the request.  After listening to the Board's 

comments and discussion on whether the request met the criteria established by the ZBA and PC 

to allow two additional occupants, the applicant asked for a postponement. 

 

Commissioner Friedrich reported that the third case heard by the ZBA involved the 

redevelopment of 1023 S. Main, which would include razing the existing building and building a 

new rooming dwelling.  The applicant demonstrated a reduction in the non-conformities and as 

part of the request asked to increase the licensed occupancy from 5 to 6.  The request was 

granted. 

 

V.    Public Hearings: 
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A.  SUP-15-01 - 807 S. Mission.  Bean introduced Case SUP-15-01, noting that this request was 

submitted for Popeye's Restaurant, seeking to modify the Special Use Permit granted in 2014 to 

allow a reader board on the side of the building. 

 

Bean shared an aerial view of the site and the approved site plan from 2014. 

 

Bean reviewed the background for the request, noting that the project was approved under the 

Mission Redevelopment Overlay Zone, which allows some flexibility in the zoning regulations.  

Projects approved under the Mission Redevelopment Overlay Zone are given a status of a Preferred 

Development project.  Bean reiterated that this request is a modification of the previously approved 

Special Use Permit, noting that location and style of the various signs on the site were part of the 

original package.  Bean noted that the signage that was approved was found to be in compliance 

with the Mission Redevelopment Overlay standards.  In addition, he noted that the Zoning 

Ordinance allows up to 200 square feet of signage for this site.  Currently the applicant has 150 

square feet and the proposed digital reader board would add approximately another 15 square feet of 

signage to the site. 

 

Bean reported that typically when considering requests under the Mission Redevelopment Overlay 

zone, the Board is looking at waiving standards; however with this request the applicant is only 

adding a reader board.  The Board will need to determine if the modification to the signage is still 

compatible in size and material to continue to meet the objectives of the Mission Redevelopment 

Overlay Zone. 

 

Commissioner Dailey asked for clarification of the Fire Department comments. 

 

Tim Lapham, Lapham and Associates, addressed the Board as representative for the applicants, 

noting that the owner, operator and IT/Human Resources representatives for the company were also 

in attendance, along with Lori Eager from Barrett Signs.  

 

Mr. Lapham spoke about the original project that was approved under the Mission Redevelopment 

Overlay zone, noting the elements of the project that were designed to meet the objectives of the 

zone.  Mr. Lapham referred to the brick on the building, the decorative fencing, the added 

architectural features that aren't typical of Popeye's, and the building being brought closer to the 

street.  In addition, he noted that pedestrian access was improved by installing bike racks and the 

commented on the work that took place with staff to include additional greenspace by reducing the 

number of parking spaces.  He further noted that they were able to close four drives by working out 

an easement agreement with the City, allowing for safer vehicle circulation. 

 

Mr. Lapham reported that the proposed signage doesn't increase the overall square footage of what 

was previously approved.  The original request included a wall sign that was not a digital reader 

board.  Mr. Lapham referred to a number of businesses along Mission and Pickard that are using 

this type of signage and also noted that the billboard on the site is actually a detriment to Popeye's as 

anyone, even a competitor, can advertise on it. 
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Mr. Lapham shared with the group that the Mt. Pleasant Popeye's was listed as one of the top ten 

"Popeyes Gold Shovel Finalists" which recognizes the most successful franchise opening project for 

2014. 

 

Lori Eager, Barrett Sign, addressed the Board, providing details on the sign, noting that this type of 

signage allows for better communication between the customers and the business. 

 

Chairman Cotter asked for clarification on the actual size of the sign.  Ms. Eager stated that the 

casing is 2'5" x 6'7" with the actual display area being 2'1" x 6'3".  Bean interjected that would 

calculate to approximately 15.9 square feet inclusive of the frame. 

 

Commissioner Ranzenberger asked if the sign was capable of full motion and how bright it is.  Ms. 

Eager stated it has the capability for full motion but is used generally for listing specials, etc.  In 

regards to the brightness, she indicated that they can be really bright; however they brightness can 

be adjusted. 

 

Commissioner Dailey noted his concern is that the sign may be a distraction, and asked about the 

purpose for the sign.  Ms. Eagers stated they are generally used for direct advertising - to announce 

specials and menu items/changes. 

 

Chairman Cotter commented that he can see the point of having this type of signage but also 

recognizes the concern that it may be a distraction and questioned if there were regulations in the 

Ordinance. 

 

Bean stated that the sign ordinance does not address LED signs. 

 

Commissioner Driessnack stated that the owners will do what they have to do to attract customers - 

it is all about driving business, which would indicate they would stick to advertising of menu items 

to bring business in.  He indicated that eliminates his fears of this type of sign. 

 

Chairman Cotter noted that the size of the sign is pretty small and stated that if it becomes a 

problem, there may be something that could be done about it. 

 

Kain reminded the Commission that they are empowered to impose conditions on a Special Use 

Permit, noting that if it is approved without conditions the City would have no authority to require 

changes at a later date - they would have to rely on negotiating with the owner at that point. 

 

Commissioner Horgan referred to the number of similar signs already on Mission noted by Mr. 

Lapham, questioning whether we receive any complaints on distractions for traffic, etc. 

 

Kain commented that we would need to do some research in order to address that question. 

 

Commissioner Ranzenberger commented that he feels confident that the business owner would be 

willing to work with the City if problems arose in the future. 
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Chairman Cotter opened the Public Hearing.  There being no one who wished to speak, the Public 

Hearing was closed. 

 

Motion by Ranzenberger, support by Friedrich to approve Special Use Permit 15-01 from D & D 

Real Estate/Popeyes Louisiana Kitchen/Barrett Sign to allow a single-sided LED reader board that 

is 6'7" x 2'5" (total area of about 15.9 square feet) in order to replace a previously approved 7.1 

square foot logo sign on the west elevation of the Popeyes Chicken located at 807 S. Mission under 

the Mission Redevelopment Overlay Zone.  Approval is subject to the following conditions: 

 

1. Approval is based on the revised elevation rendering submitted with the request. 

2. The applicant shall comply with the requirements of the Division of Public Safety (DPS) 

and the Division of Public Works (DPW), and the Michigan Department of Transportation. 

 

Motion approved 7:1. 

 

B. SUP-15-02 - 1101 S. Mission - Panda Restaurant Group. 
 

Kain introduced case SUP-15-02, submitted by Panda Restaurant Group for the construction of a 

new drive-through quick service restaurant with associated parking and site improvements. 

 

Kain shared the proposed site plan, noting the location as the southeast corner of Mission and 

Bellows.  Kain reported that the previous use of the site was for a medical office complex, which 

currently sits vacant. 

 

Kain reported that the property is zoned C-3 with C-3 zoning to the south and east, University Zone 

to the west, C-3 and R-3 to the north and a small section of the SE corner also abutting residential.  

Future land use designation is compatible with the request. 

 

Kain shared an overview of the site, and noted that the applicant is applying under traditional C-3 

zoning standards rather than the Mission Redevelopment Overlay Zone.   

 

Kain reviewed the conditions that need to be met with the Special Use as: 

 

1) Setbacks of at least 75 feet from the public right-of-way.  As this site sits on the corner, it is 

required to meet two 75 ft. setbacks.   

2) Access points to be located at least 40 feet from the intersection of any two streets.   

3) All lighting shall be shielded from adjacent residential districts.   

4) A six-foot high screening wall shall be provided when abutting or adjacent to districts that are 

zoned A, R, M-1, M-2, OS-1, C-1, C-2 or C-3.  

5) Drive-in theaters are not permitted.  

 

Kain reported that the proposal meets the five criteria listed, - including a 6 ft. masonry wall along 

the east boundary line that wraps around and along the south line to the dumpster enclosure.  Kain 

reported that the plan meets the requirements of the Ordinance for height, bulk and density, and 

provides 37 parking spaces, where 32 would be required based on the occupancy load of the 

building.  In addition, the signs that are proposed are within the parameters allowed by Ordinance, 
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sidewalks already exist, and the plan includes a dumpster enclosure meeting the minimum 

standards.  Kain noted that although the Ordinance requires an area for off street loading and 

unloading that does not interfere with maneuvering or parking spaces, the applicant has indicated 

that all deliveries will occur outside of normal business hours.  

 

Kain reported that the site is subject to the Access Management Plan and shared the modifications 

that are proposed by the applicant to comply with these standards: 

 

1) Closure of three existing curb cuts, one on Mission Street and two off Bellows. 

2) Construction of two new driveways, one on Mission, which will be a right in and right 

out only; and one full access drive on Bellows. 

3) A potential cross connection has been identified to connect with the property located to 

the south. 

 

Kain shared the proposed elevations, noting that the signage shown varies somewhat from what was 

submitted, however, reiterated that the proposed signage meets requirements. 

 

Kain concluded his report with the recommendation for approval with the condition that the 

applicant complies with DPW and DPS requirements. 

 

Chris Pope, representing the applicant, addressed the Board, thanking them and staff for their time 

and consideration of the request.    Mr. Pope stated that he feels the proposal will be an 

improvement to this site, noting that the design allows for increased pedestrian access and 

walkability.  He noted that this is a new prototype for this chain of restaurants.  Mr. Pope 

commented that he has worked closely with staff to make modifications of the initial site plan to 

assure that Ordinance requirements were met and to increase the greenspace and landscaping. 

 

Commissioner Driessnack asked for clarification on what type of screening wall was proposed.  Mr. 

Pope responded that it would be a masonry wall finished to match the building.  Commissioner 

Dailey asked if it would be cinder block.  Mr. Pope stated it would be a block wall, but with a stucco 

finish to match the building. 

  

Chairman Cotter opened the public hearing.  There being no one who wished to speak, the public 

hearing was closed. 

 

Board Discussion: 

 

Motion by Friedrich, support by Driessnack to approve SUP 15-02 (Panda Restaurant Group) with 

the following condition: 

 

1) The applicant shall comply with the requirements of the Divisions of Public Works (DPW) and 

Public Safety (DPS). 

 

Motion approved. 

 

C. SUP-15-03 - 1024 & 1026 S. Main - Joseph Olivieri.  Postponed. 
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VI.  Public Comments: 

 

Chairman Cotter opened the public comments portion of the meeting.  

 

There being no one who wished to speak, the Public Comments session was closed. 

 

    VII. Site Plan Reviews: 

 

    A. SPR-15-01 - 301 S. University - Chippewa River District Library. 

 

As owner of the property, Commissioner Friedrich recused himself from the discussion. 

Bean introduced Case SPR-15-01 submitted for the reconstruction of a parking lot for the 

Chippewa River District Library.  Bean shared photos of the existing site conditions along with 

an aerial view of the site, noting that the property is zoned OS-1, with the property to the north  

zoned C-2 Central Business; to the east, south and west is OS-1.  The surrounding properties 

consist of a mixture of institutional, residential and semi-public uses.   

Bean provided some background, noting that the Zoning Board of Appeals granted a variance to 

allow a reduction in the overall width of the parking lot.  Bean shared the demolition plan along 

with the proposed site plan.  The proposal includes a one way configuration with one access 

drive. 

Bean noted that the site plan meets the setback requirements and there are no changes proposed 

to the library structure itself.  Although the plan will replace 37 parking spaces with 26 angled 

spaces, Bean explained that the off-street parking requirements for this site are not applicable 

due to its proximity to a municipal lot.   In addition, Bean reported that the plan will include 10' 

landscaped greenbelts on all three sides.  Bean reported that the parking spaces will be 

approximately 9' wide and 18' deep with a 60 degree angle to the maneuvering lane.  In addition, 

the Ordinance requires maneuvering lanes to be at least 16' wide for spaces angled between 54 

and 74 degrees.  Based on the proposed plan, which includes two sets of two tiers and single 

maneuvering lanes, additional requirements would require a total width of 116'.  Bean reiterated 

that the ZBA granted a variance from this additional requirement to allow the total width of 112'. 

Bean reported that the vacated alley will be converted to greenbelt; the parking area will be 

asphalt and there will be two barrier-free spaces.  Bean also reported that the site includes an 

existing dumpster, which meets regulations.   

Bean concluded his report recommending approval with conditions noted in his staff report. 

Commissioner Dailey asked where the four foot variance would come from.  It was explained 

that there would be steeper angles; however the width of the stalls would be consistent with 

width requirements.  The variance granted the applicant some flexibility to have a different 

configuration. 
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Commissioner Ranzenberger asked about the alley that would be converted to greenspace.  Bean 

explained that the alley was vacated in 2003.  Generally when this happens the property is split 

between the two adjacent land owners. 

Commissioner Irwin asked about storm water run-off. 

Steve Clark, Rowe Professional Services Company, addressed the Board, representing the 

applicant.  Mr. Clark explained that they have been hired by the applicant to design the lot.  Mr. 

Clark explained that the City requires them to treat this site as an undeveloped site.  The current 

facility does not meet the storm water requirements;  -there is no restrictor in the pipe and no 

green space, etc.  Mr. Clark provided additional information on the measures they will take to 

address storm water issues. 

 

Mr. Clark explained that the current lot is in a state of disrepair and doesn't function well.  To 

meet Ordinance requirements, they will have only one entrance.  In addition, they will be adding 

20' of greenspace where the alley is currently hard surfaced.  They have received permission 

from the church (adjacent property owner) to put the entire alley into greenspace.  In addition 

they will be adding landscaping and will maintain clear vision. 

 

Motion by Driessnack, support by Dailey to approve the request for SPR-15-01 from the 

Chippewa River District Library for the property located at 301 S. University Avenue, based on 

the site plan provided by Rowe Professional Services Company, to allow the redevelopment of a 

16,800-sf parking area, with the following conditions: 

1. The applicant must submit plans displaying any proposed lighting in accordance with 

sections 96.13 and 154.121(M) prior to seeking a building permit. 

2. The applicant shall submit plans or elevations showing any proposed signs in compliance 

with section 154.147 prior to seeking a building permit. 

3. The applicant shall comply with the requirements of the ZBA resulting from the meeting on 

February 25, 2015 and the review of case ZBA-01-2015.  

4. The applicant shall comply with the requirements of the Division of Public Safety (DPS) and 

the Division of Public Works (DPW). 

Motion approved. 

 

B. SPR-15-02 - 1101 S. Mission - Panda Restaurant Group. 

 

Kain stated that this request was reviewed with the Special Use Permit, noting that he had 

nothing to add. 

 

Commissioner Driessnack asked about the height of the greenery around the sign.  Kain 

explained that based on the proposed species, they would likely be 3-4' tall.  In addition to the 

smaller shrubs and grasses, the applicant will be required to install trees that are 10' tall and 2" in 

diameter. 

 

Commissioner Ranzenberger expressed some disappointment in the City's Ordinance.   
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Motion by Ranzenberger, support by Hoenig to approve SPR-15-02 (Panda Restaurant Group) 

with the following condition: 

 

1) The applicant shall comply with the requirements of the Divisions of Public Works (DPW) 

and Public Safety (DPS). 

 

Motion approved. 

 

3. SPR-15-03 - 1024 & 1026 S. Main - Joseph Olivieri.  Postponed. 

 

VIII.  Unfinished Business: 

 

 A. Community Improvement Awards: 

 

Kain reported that following input from the Planning Commission on eligible projects, there was a 

clear winner in the Commercial category, with Graff Buick GMC Cadillac emerging as the top 

choice.  Kain further reported that in the single family category there was a two way tie and in the 

Multiple-family category there was a three way tie.  Kain suggested for the single family category 

that the award go to 1042 Watson, as it was found that the other property did not follow proper 

protocol for pulling permits.  In the multiple family category, he suggested the Commission 

consider one of the individual properties that were in the top rather than the multiple property 

nomination, noting some logistical problems in awarding multiple property owners.  Kain asked 

for thoughts from the Commission on how they wished to proceed. 

 

Chairman Cotter agreed the award for single-family go to 1042 Watson and asked for a vote. 

Commission unanimously voted for 1042 Watson. 

 

For the multiple-family category, it was suggested that staff email the two individual properties to 

the Board and solicit their input.  The winner will be determined prior to the next meeting. 

 

B. Joint Meeting Discussion: 

 

Kain referred to the notes provided from the joint meeting, asking if there were any questions, and 

noting that a later agenda item will be to set a work session.   

 

Commissioner Driessnack commented that he would prefer to push most of the M-2 discussion to 

the work session.  Chairman Cotter agreed.    

 

IX.  New Business: 

 

A.2015 Meeting Schedule:   

 

Kain reported that at the request of the Chair, the Board has been asked to revisit the 2015 

meeting schedule.  Mt. Pleasant Schools are on spring break the week that the April meeting is 

scheduled, creating a conflict for a couple of Commissioners.  Board consensus was to 
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reschedule the April meeting to April 9th with a work session immediately following the regular 

meeting.   

 

B. Parks & Recreation Master Plan: 

Kain reported that the Parks staff is interested in getting public input for their Master Plan update 

and would like the Planning Commission to hold a Public Hearing at their April meeting. 

 

Motion by Ranzenberger, support by Irwin, to schedule a public hearing for the Parks & 

Recreation Master Plan, to take place at the April 9, 2015 meeting. 

 

Motion approved. 

 

C.  Goal Setting: 

 
Kain commented that traditionally the Planning Commission sets goals at their February 

meeting; however, this was delayed based on not having a Planner on staff and the update of the 

Master Plan.  Following the joint meeting with the City Commission, it was made clear that the 

City Commission wants the Planning Commission to focus on the M-2 area.  Kain suggested that 

the Planning Commission not develop any additional goals until that issue is resolved. 

 

Motion by Friedrich, support by Driessnack, to suspend further goal setting until a new 

recommendation on the M-2 process has been forwarded to the City Commission for 

consideration. 

 

Motion approved. 

 

X.  Other: 

 

A.  Correspondence from Nancy Ridley regarding Sidewalk Policy: 

 

Kain referred to the memo from Nancy Ridley which was included in packets, complimenting the 

work the Planning Commission has completed the past year, and formally sharing the City's 

appreciation. 

 

B.  Staff Report: 

 

1.  April Planning Commission:  Kain noted that depending on the applicant, 1024 & 1026 S. 

Main may appear on the April agenda.  In addition, it is anticipated that the request from 1023 S. 

Main will also be submitted prior to the deadline. 

 

Kain commented that he has had the opportunity to meet with several Board members one on one 

and would like to meet with each one over the course of the next month or so.  He will reach out 

to those who he has not had the opportunity to meet with. 
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XI.  Adjournment: 

 

Motion by Friedrich, support by Ranzenberger to adjourn. 

 

Motion carried. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:47 p.m. 

 

bam 
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December 9, 2014 Minutes – Mt. Pleasant Historic District Commission 
 
Meeting called to order at 5:04 p.m. at City Hall 
 

ROLL CALL AND INTRODUCTIONS 
A    Lara Raisanen  (12/31/2016)          EA    Patricia Krcmarik (12/31/2016) 
P Elizabeth Van Dorin (12/31/2015)          P   Aimee Goodreau (12/31/2015) 
P    Marcie Otteman Grawburg (01/31/2015)  N/A    Vacant 

P Lisa Ferden (12/31/2016)  P    Michelle Sponseller, Secretary  
 

A = Absent without notification      P = Present    E = Excused Absence    N/A = Not Applicable 
 

Guests: None 
 
 
ADDITIONS / CHANGES TO AGENDA 

None, stand as written. 
 

PUBLIC INPUT 
None. 
 
HDC MINUTES 
 Approve November 2014 minutes. 

M = Ferden / S = VanDorin Motion = Passed 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
A. None  

 
OLD BUSINESS 

A. Downtown Historic Design Guidelines  
Request that Secretary Sponseller send out an email requesting HDC members select chapters 
to review and send edits to her by early February. 

 
OTHER 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned 5:16 p.m. 



Building on Community
Together, we grow strong

City of Mt. Pleasant 2014 Annual Report



A Message from 

your City Manager
Dear City Commission, Mt. Pleasant residents, property owners,  
and business community,

2014 was a transition year within the City of Mt. Pleasant 
organizational structure. I was able to serve as the Interim City 
Manager for seven months before being hired as the City Manager 
at the end of July. In spite of that uncertainty, our 120 City 
employees worked diligently to provide day to day services while 
continuing to move forward the nine vision statements set by 
the City Commission. This annual report is to provide you with an 
overview of some of the major accomplishments from 2014.

The annual operating budget includes specific objectives under 
each vision statement of what the City is planning for the year to 
move the vision statements forward. While it is difficult to report on 
every accomplishment that occurred in 2014, this report highlights 
a few of them.

The Planning Commission and City Commission completed and 
approved an update to the Master Plan in 2014. This important 
document not only identifies future land use, but also outlines 
priorities and strategies for the community. The Master Plan and  
the vision statements provide the outline for guiding programs  
and projects. 

The State of Michigan and its individual municipalities have 
been dealing with difficult economic times the last 10 years. 
The City of Mt. Pleasant leadership made a conscious decision 
to continue to invest in our community to provide the day to 
day services expected by our residents as well as investing in 
appropriate projects and infrastructures to continue to move 
our City forward. That investment has paid off as the City 
weathered the challenging economy quite well.

I am very proud of the progress the City has made. Our 
programs and infrastructure are not perfect, but as a 
community we all work toward getting better each day.  This 
report is intended to show some of the items that moved the 
community forward during 2014.

The following pages are divided into sections based on the nine 
vision statements set forth by the City Commission. As a city, we 
made progress during 2014 and we will continue to build on 
those successes as we move into 2015.

Sincerely,

1

Nancy Ridley
Mt. Pleasant City Manager
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We will work together toward being a community ...

 



That is safe, clean, healthy and environmentally conscious
New trees 

The City of Mt. Pleasant Master Plan is a policy document that outlines the  
City’s vision for future growth and development. It was reviewed and adopted 
by the Planning Commission and City Commission in accordance with state law 
in November 2014 following a robust public involvement process and includes 
the following: 

•	 Demographic information reflecting the 2010 U.S. Census;
•	 A continued focus on supporting new development and redevelopment of 

properties, as well as improved safety and access along Mission Street;
•	 Neighborhood priorities;
•	 Direction from various groups that support the development of Downtown;
•	 The future development of the Mt. Pleasant Center;
•	 Recommendations of the Greater Mt. Pleasant Non-Motorized 

Transportation Plan;
•	 Prioritized future ordinance amendments that support the planned 

development of the City.
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Downtown Mt. Pleasant now has a variety of new trees in an 
effort to rid the area of dead or diseased Ash trees that were 
planted more than 15 years ago. 

The trees planted in 2014 include Serviceberry, American 
Hop Hornbeam, Ivory Silk Japanese Lilac Tree, Princeton Gold 
Maple and Okame Cherry.

Bike safety 
A number of biking symbols 
were added along West 
Broadway Street to help bring 
more awareness and safety to 
bikers who share the roadway.  
The marking is placed in 
the center of a travel lane to 
indicate that a bicyclist may 
use the full lane. The City 
will add additional sharrow 

symbols and signage on Washington and Main streets when 
they are converted to two-way traffic in 2015. 

A lighting project along Washington Street from High to 
Bellows was completed in 2014 after property owners in the 
area requested the addition. The project began in April and 
was completed May 1. The project totaled $81,861 and was 
paid for with City tax dollars and special assessments from 
area property owners. 

We will work together toward being a community ...

The Mt. Pleasant Police Department has 
transitioned from analog radio to a more modern, 
digital, mission-critical, and interoperable Michigan 
Public Safety Communication System (MPSCS). 

This statewide 800 MHz communication system is 
cutting edge, proven technology that meets the 
needs of Isabella County law enforcement and the 
residents and visitors they serve. 

Police move to digital radio 

 Spotlight:The City’s Master Plan

• View the Master Plan online: www.mt-pleasant.org



Spotlight:The City’s Master Plan
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With stable funding from a diverse tax-base
We will work together toward being a community ...

During 2013 and 2014, the City conducted an extensive education campaign  
in regard to personal property tax law changes.  This included the following:

•	Explanation	of	changes	sent	with	the	Personal	Property	Tax	Statement.

•	Information	posted	on	City	website,	www.mt-pleasant.org.

•	Downtown	Development	Director	sent	e-mail	to	businesses.

•	Article	included	in	newsletters	sent	to	all	City	addresses,	not	just	residential.

•	City	staff	made	a	presentation	to	the	City	Commission.	

•	A	letter	and	exemption	form	was	sent	with	the	assessment	notices	to	all	 
  taxpayers that qualified and didn’t file for the exemption. 

Reaching out to bring awareness...

For the year of 2014:
There was a total of 1,352 personal property parcels in the City in 2014. Of that 
number, 547 filed the eligible personal property affidavit and were granted the 
personal property tax exemption for 2014. Personal property parcels includes 
items such as machinery and equipment, computers, furniture and so forth 
within a business. 

These exemptions equated to about a $4 million loss in taxable value to the City. 

It is believed that an additional 271 parcels would have qualified for the tax  
exemption, but did not file the affidavit, and therefore could not be granted  
the exemption. 

• View the Master Plan online: www.mt-pleasant.org
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Spotlight:  The Mt. Pleasant Center Project
Phase I of the Mt. Pleasant Center Project began in November 2013 and was finalized by spring 2014 despite inclement weather conditions. The 
work included the demolition of two buildings containing asbestos, lead-based paint and other contaminates.

House Bill No. 5779, introduced by Rep Bill Caul and signed into law in 2010, allowed the state to convey the Mt. Pleasant Center property to the 
City of Mt. Pleasant for $1 and expenses. Two portions of the site were offered to the Saginaw Chippewa Indian Tribe and one portion, known 
as the “main campus,” to the City. After extensive research and community outreach, the City purchased the property in 2011 for the purpose of 
preparing it for future redevelopment. 

“Phase I of the demolition was a tremendous success. Melching Demolition did an excellent job despite having to work through the brutal winter,” 
said	Ryan	Londrigan,	project	manager	for	AKT	Peerless	Environmental	and	Energy	Services.	“Funding	assistance	from	the	Michigan	Department	of	
Environmental	Quality	and	Michigan	Land	Bank	Authority	helped	make	the	Phase	1	demolition	and	cleanup	a	reality.”

The City hopes to begin a phase II demolition project in the near future. Darrick Huff, project manager with the Spicer Group, agrees. 

“It’s exciting to see the buildings along Pickard removed. It really opens up the site and gives it a new feel,” Huff said. “There are still a number of 
blighted buildings that need to come down on the site. I think there are prospects to continue the removal that the city has started and we need 
to remain vigilant to funding opportunities as they present themselves.” 

In	addition	to	City	resources,	some	possible	funding	sources	include	the	Michigan	Department	of	Environmental	Quality	as	well	as	other	state	and	
federal grants. 

Before demolition  After clearing   
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Where economic opportunity for businesses offering competitive wages is readily available
We will work together toward being a community ...

New businesses

•	A	Clean	Cigarette	–	Mt.	Pleasant
•	Cherry	Berry	&	Rocky	Mountain	Chocolate	Factory
•	Cranker’s	Brewery
•	Dayco	Products	
•	Inspired	Concepts,	LLC
•	Pho	Viet
•	Pleasant	City	Coffee
•	Popeye’s	Louisiana	Kitchen

Mountain Town Brewing Company  
(Formerly	Mt.	Pleasant	Brewing	Company)
Bombay	Grille	(Formerly	L1	Bar	&	Grill)

 
The Malt Shop
                          
                                           * Source: Mt. Pleasant Chamber of Commerce

   Mt. Pleasant saw growth in businesses  
   and other changes in 2014  

Name Change

New Management



Where shopping, dining and entertaining options thrive
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•	 Collaboration between the City of Mt. Pleasant and Central Michigan 
University led to increased safety and access for city residents, visitors and 
the campus community, especially when utilizing one of Mt. Pleasant’s most 
traveled roads with more than 50 businesses on either side.  

•	 A new connector street, Olympic Drive, opened in October, creating another 
connection between CMU’s campus and Mission Street. The new street 
runs east and west between the Special Olympics Michigan building and 
Chippewa	Lanes	connecting	East	Campus	Drive	to	Mission	Street. 

•	 Ian Lockwood, a recognized national leader in sustainable transportation 
policy and urban design, led the creation of a plan for the city that adds a 
network between CMU’s campus, the City and the south end of Mission Street.  

•	 The plan included a series of proposed design ideas, including altering the 
street network, looking for public and private partnerships, cross-access 
agreements, developing a series of connector streets and driveways along 
Mission Street. 

The	Max	&	Emily’s	Summer	Concert	Series	began	
with a vision of owner Tim Brockman and General 
Manager	Chris	“Elmo”	Walton	back	in	the	fall	of	
2008.	The	2014	season	included	Brian	Vander	Ark	&	
Friends,	The	Kruger	Brothers,	Shubha	Vedula,	 
The Saucecats and The Ragbirds. 

We will work together toward being a community ...

Hundeds of women lined up outside of Broadway 
Theater in anticipation for the ninth annual Ladies 
Night Out.

Ladies Night Out has become a popular charity 
event. Proceeds benefit the Women’s Aid Service, 
which provides emergency shelter and counseling 
for women through a call center hotline, and  
personal and group therapy. The evening also  
supports	the	Women’s	Initiative	Fund,	through	 
the	Mt.	Pleasant	Area	Community	Foundation,	 
which helps provide for the needs of women. 
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The Access Adventure Trail, which winds its 
way through the south end of Chipp-A-Waters 
Park, is a universally accessible trail that 
promotes healthy lifestyles and highlights one 
of Mt. Pleasant’s most scenic natural resources. 

This trail has an educational component with 
nature interpretation signs informing visitors 
of the wildlife and landscape features of the 
Chippewa River.

Using a smart phone, park visitors scan 
QR	codes	on	park	signs	to	hear	a	guided	
tour. Audio clips educate and entertain on 
environmental topics including: the river, 
birds, trees, mammals, floodplains, forest 
layers, oxbow and humans. The audio tour is 
also available at www.mt-pleasant.org.

Extensive	play	along	with	extreme	spring	flooding	in	2014,	led	to	the	
ball fields at Island Park losing much of their infield playing surface.  
The ball field project included adding a new mechanically 
engineered ball field mix to the existing stone dust material. In 
addition, the fields were leveled to correct surface drainage, and 
two new dugouts were installed. Clay bricks were also added to the 
pitching mounds and batters boxes.

New recreation programs in 2014 
Flag	football	for	youth	ages	5	to	7:	Met with great popularity, 82 participants on 
eight teams played games Saturday mornings last fall at Sunnyside Park.

Winter	Kids	Expo:	Held	in	Finch	Fieldhouse	at	CMU	with	747	participants.	In	
partnership with My 104.3 WCZY, the event featured free games, physical activity, 
refreshments and prizes. 

Science	Explosion: In partnership with Chippewa River District Library (CRDL), Mt. 
Pleasant Model Plane Club displayed and flew model planes. Master Gardeners, 
Plate Boutique and GreenTree hosted demonstrations on the science of herbs.  
Joel the Science Guy also performed amid many other activities. 

Off to the Races: Another successful partnership with CRDL. Area businesses 
sponsored the event and decorated and raced remote control cars. After the race, 
kids played and the cars were raffled off as prizes. That same night, the movie CARS 
was shown as a free outdoor movie.

The	Mt.	Pleasant	Farmers’		Market	strives	to	make	healthy,	locally	grown	food	an	
affordable option for everyone. The addition of SNAP/Bridge Card and Double Up 
Food	Bucks	is	making	a	difference.	

During the 2014 market season, 412 transactions totaling $11,571 in tokens were 
disbursed to 199 participants. An additional $12,912 was redeemed from vendors 
for	WIC	Project	Fresh	and	Senior	Market	Fresh	programs,	and	24	vendors	signed	
agreements and redeemed tokens and vouchers totaling nearly $23,500.

With varied recreational and cultural opportunities 
We will work together toward being a community ...

New	LED	lights	that	have	a	longer	
lifespan and reduce maintenance 
were added to park shelters. 
Additional lights were installed to 
create a more illuminated area.

Healthy and affordable options 
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Contact us: 

With well maintained, livable and desirable neighborhoods

Spotlight:Residential Parking Pilot Study
   Enforcement	began	in	September	2014	on	the	pilot	study	aimed	to	reduce	

unnecessary traffic through residential neighborhoods and decrease daytime 
on-street parking. 

  On-street parking regulations in the target areas are restricted to residents 
only	between	8	a.m.	to	5	p.m.	Monday-Friday.	The	two	areas	participating	in	
the program include residential neighborhoods west of CMU’s campus and 
neighborhoods	between	High	and	Bellows	and	Fancher	to	Douglas	streets,	 
north of campus.

  Property owners who use on-street parking during this time frame applied to  
the Department of Building Safety at City Hall for a free window decal for 
personal vehicles or guest passes for visitors. 

  “We’ve witnessed a remarkable difference in congestion in these particular  
areas of the City,” said Brian Kench of the City’s Community Services Division.  
A review of the pilot program will occur in May 2015 and recommendations  
will be made regarding whether to make the changes permanent. 

Before study After study

After an evaluation of weather conditions and street 
cleaning practices, the City Commission approved 
a trial period for the 2014-15 season to consider 
a potential change to the overnight parking 
ordinance. During this trial phase, City parking 
along non-downtown streets was prohibited from  
2 a.m. to 5 a.m. Dec. 1 to April 1. 

In the past, parking was limited from 2 a.m. to 
5 a.m. Sept. 1 to May 1. Based on the outcome 
of the trial, the commission will decide whether 
a permanent change should be implemented. 
Prohibition of parking from 4 a.m. to 6 a.m. in the 
downtown area will continue to be enforced.  

Trial: Overnight Parking hours 

We will work together toward being a community ...



         
Who we are:
The Neighborhood Resource Unit, a team comprised of many City departments, works diligently to maintain property value in both 
owner-occupied	and	rental	properties.	Led	by	Fire	Lt.	Mike	Dunham,	the	effort	aims	to	increase	the	safety	and	upkeep	of	neighborhoods	
while making sure landlords are up to date on code regulations and other communications.

Our unit:
Community partnerships are vital to the NRU. We hold regular meetings and outreach with the rental community, Central Michigan 
University and Mid-Michigan Community College. The unit has a list of ongoing duties including handling rental complaints, housing 
code inspections and enforcement, and commercial inspections.

What we do:
The unit also investigates new community-oriented programs, revamps existing programs, and works closely with neighborhood 
associations identifying methods to address issues in neighborhoods to prevent areas from declining.

“We’re out in the community every day. We meet with residents and students to share information and 
resources, not only to get our message out, but to hear their concerns as well.”

10
Fire Lt. Mike Dunham

(989) 779-5123
  mdunham@mt-pleasant.org

Contact us: 
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With reliable and sustainable infrastructure
We will work together toward being a community ...

  
Broadway Street: Crawford Contracting, Inc. completed reconstruction work on Broadway Street, between Bradley and Harris streets.  
The water main was replaced and a shared bike lane and signage was incorporated.

Franklin	Street:	Street reconstruction included a new curb and gutter. Central Michigan Contracting completed the work.  

Center Street: Street reconstruction included a new curb and gutter. Malley Construction oversaw the project.  

Pedestrian Streetlights: The pedestrian streetlight installation project on Washington Street, between Bellows and High streets, was  
completed	by	J.	Ranck	Electric.	 

Sidewalk (new and replacement): Isabella Corporation installed new sidewalk to fill gaps in the existing walking routes throughout the City. 

Asphalt Crack Sealing: Scodeller Construction applied crack sealing to various City streets. This is a preventative maintenance process.   
Sewer Main Relining:  This project, which consisted of relining sanitary sewer mains in various locations throughout the City, was completed 
by Insituform Technologies. Relining of a number of failing concrete sanitary sewers is planned each year to maintain the integrity of the  
collection system.   
Manhole Rehabilitation: The storm manhole rehabilitation project is an annual improvement project. This method improves the structural 
integrity and longevity of the manholes at a much lower cost than replacement. This work was completed by Culy Contracting.  

Mission Street Connector: Malley	Construction	completed	work	on	the	Mission	Street	Connector	to	East	Campus	Drive.	The	project	is	located	
between the Special Olympics building and Chippewa Lanes.  
Storm and Sanitary Sewer Cleaning and Televising:  Terra Contracting began televising and cleaning sewer mains. Most sanitary and storm 
sewer mains installed or rehabilitated prior to 1993, were televised through this project, which is scheduled for completion by Dec. 31, 2015. 
This	was	made	possible	by	a	$2	million	grant	from	the	Michigan	Department	of	Environmental	Quality.	

Various construction projects took place throughout the City in 2014 including the following:



Projects and community involvement
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  Neighborhood streets

Central Michigan University’s Greek community 
and the City of Mt. Pleasant partnered for several 
successful street cleanups in 2014. 

Jeff Pickler, code enforcement officer for the 
City of Mt. Pleasant, organizes “Greeks Clean the 
Streets.” Students and City staff met several times 
during the academic year and collected more than 
100 bags of trash from campus neighborhoods. 

The street cleanup program was developed 
to beautify the streets and maintain a healthy 
community. The partnership between the two 
organizations has grown since its beginning in 
2012 and allows students to create a positive 
relationship and partnership with the City’s 
code enforcement, police department and 
neighborhoods.

•	Bruce:	Henry	to	Harris
•	Cooley:	Broadway	to	dead	end
•	Pennsylvania:	Henry	to	Harris
•	Roberts:	Henry	to	Harris
•	Kinney:	Andre	to	High
•	Glen:	Preston	to	Crescent
•	Sansote:	May	to	dead	end
•	Arnold:	Gaylord	to	Bellows
•	Michigan:	Bradley	to	dead	end

Asphalt overlays 
The overlays are a maintenance  
and preservation technique used  
to restore deteriorated pavement  
surfaces. Pyramid Paving Company  
applied an asphalt overlay to the  
following City streets: 

‘Greeks Clean the Streets’

Spotlight: 

Construction preparation work took place in 2014 
for the first dog park, which will be named Hannah’s 
Bark Park, in honor of Hannah Simons-Scalise, a  
deceased CMU student who had a last wish to  
create a place where people can run with their 
dogs.

The	City,	Union	Township	and	Friends	of	the	Dog	
Park teamed up in 2013 in order to make the dog 
park dream a reality. The total cost to build the park 
is $117,600, which will be split three ways, with 
each entity committing $39,200 to the project. 

The dog park plan calls for two fenced areas  
totaling nearly three acres and includes an area for 
small dogs and large dogs to run off leash. An entry 
gate and a key fob system are planned to keep 
both park users and their pets safe. The park will be 
located at the City's Mission Creek Woodland Park 
with signage, hard surface entry and universally 
accessible parking. The project is expected to be 
complete by fall 2015. 
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Our Sister City: Okaya, Japan 

We will work together toward being a community ...  
Where services and opportunities are optimized by communicating, coordinating and cooperating with 
other entities and our citizens; Committed to recognizing, accepting and encouraging diversity.

Happy 125th Birthday, Mt. Pleasant!

In anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the Sister City relationship with 
Okaya, Japan, 18 adult delegates from Okaya visited Mt. Pleasant in April of 
2014. The official 50th anniversary occurs in 2015.  

The delegates offered a gift of a silk wall hanging to the City, which is now 
displayed in City Hall Chambers. 

The delegates were recognized at the City Commission meeting during 
their visit. An updated mural painted by a CMU student of the Sister City 
relationship was also unveiled at the Mt. Pleasant Discovery Museum. 
A delegation of adults from our community will visit Okaya in 2015. 

The Sister City relationship between Mt. Pleasant and Okaya, established in 
1965, has been enriched by many reciprocal exchanges of students and adult 
contingencies. The Mt. Pleasant Area International Relations Council (IRC) 
coordinates	student	exchanges	and	the	Sister	City	Task	Force,	in	coordination	
with the IRC, organized the 50th anniversary visits. 

The City of Mt. Pleasant celebrated 125 
years. Many residents stopped downtown 
to sample one of 125 cupcakes provided 
by Crème de la Crème Cupcakes, located 
downtown.   
Thank you to all who celebrated with us!

In honor of Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day (also known as Native 
American Day), a proclamation 
was formalized at a City 
Commission meeting in October. 
Members of the Saginaw 
Chippewa Indian Tribe attended 
the meeting and performed a 
drum ceremony.  

Indigenous Peoples’ Day



City of Mt. Pleasant 
320 W. Broadway 

Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
989-779-5300

www.mt-pleasant.org



 PORTFOLIO SUMMARY

PORTFOLIO BY INVESTMENT TYPE:

31-Mar-15 Interest Percentage

Investment Type Balance Rate of Portfolio

Demand Deposits:

Isabella Bank Checking 1,604,954.28$   0.1200% 10.3072%

MBIA CLASS Investment Pool 50,057.05          0.1000% 0.3215%

Wolverine Bank Money Market 768,240.96        0.2500% 4.9338%

Flagstar Bank - Liquid Asset Svg 254,358.22        0.5000% 1.6335%

Talmer Bank Money Market 253,165.04        0.1500% 1.6259%

Huntington Bank Money Market 257,773.12        0.1500% 1.6555%

Private Bank Money Market 257,594.03        0.1500% 1.6543%

PNC Bank Money Market 229,973.99        0.2000% 1.4769%

Isabella Bank -Insured Cash Sweep 6,294,860.24     0.3000% 40.4265%

Fixed Income:

Certificates of Deposit 100,375.37        0.5000% 0.6446%

Government Agencies 5,499,775.00     1.0523% 35.3203%

Portfolio Total 15,571,127.30$ 100.00%

PORTFOLIO BY FINANCIAL INSTITUTION/BROKER:

31-Mar-15 Percentage

Balance of Portfolio

Fifth Third Securities Inc. 1,000,000.00$   6.42%

PNC Capital Markets 2,499,775.00     16.05%

Citi Group - Smith Barney 2,000,000.00     12.84%

MBIA/CLASS 50,057.05          0.32%

Chemical Bank 100,375.37        0.64%

Isabella Bank 1,604,954.28     10.31%

Talmer Bank 253,165.04        1.63%

Flagstar Bank 254,358.22        1.63%

Private Bank 257,594.03        1.65%

Huntington Bank 257,773.12        1.66%

Wolverine Bank 768,240.96        4.93%

PNC Bank 229,973.99        1.48%

Insured Cash Sweep 6,294,860.24     40.44%

Portfolio Total 15,571,127.30$ 100.00%

All investments were made in accordance with the investment policy dated May 26, 1998 including

  CDARS revision dated September 14, 2009.

CITY OF MT. PLEASANT
INVESTMENT REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2015
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CITY OF MT. PLEASANT
INVESTMENT REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2015
 PORTFOLIO SUMMARY (Continued)

Portfolio by Investment Type

Quarterly Investment Rates
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CITY OF MT. PLEASANT
INVESTMENT REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

FIXED INCOME PORTFOLIO MARCH 31, 2015

Certificates of Deposit:

Purchase Maturity # of Interest Par Discount 
Bank Name Date Date Days Rate Amount Amount

Chemical Bank 20-Dec-13 20-Jun-15 547 0.5000% 100,375.37$      100,375.37$      

Total Certificates of Deposit 100,375.37$      100,375.37$      

Government Agencies:

Purchase Maturity # of Call Interest Par Carrying
Issuer Date Date Days Date Rate Amount Amount

Fannie Mae 28-Aug-12 28-Aug-17 1826 28-Aug-13 1.1000% 1,000,000.00     1,000,000.00     
Fannie Mae - Step Bond 13-May-13 30-Apr-18 1813 30-Apr-14 0.6250% 1,000,000.00     1,000,000.00     
FHLB 29-May-13 29-May-18 1826 29-Aug-13 1.0400% 1,000,000.00     1,000,000.00     

FHLB - Step Bond 28-Aug-14 28-Aug-19 1826 28-Aug-16 1.5000% 1,000,000.00     1,000,000.00     

Freddie Mac - Step Bond 11-Sep-14 11-Sep-19 1826 11-Mar-15 1.5000% 1,000,000.00     1,000,000.00     

FHLB 02-Sep-14 02-Sep-15 365 0.1700% 500,000.00        499,775.00        

Total Government Agencies 5,500,000.00$   5,499,775.00$   

Total Fixed Income Portfolio March 31, 2015 5,600,375.37$   5,600,150.37$   

FIXED INCOME PORTFOLIO
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CITY OF MT. PLEASANT
INVESTMENT REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

TRANSACTION DURING QUARTER:

PURCHASES:
Discount/

Purchase Maturity # of Interest Par Carrying
Company Name Date Date Days Rate Amount Amount

Total Purchases -$                   -$                   

MATURITIES:
Discount/

Purchase Maturity # of Interest Par Carrying
Company Name Date Date Days Rate Amount Amount

Federal Farm Credit 20-Jun-12 20-Jun-17 1826 1.1000% 1,000,000.00$   1,000,000.00$   

Total Maturities 1,000,000.00$   1,000,000.00$   

FIXED INCOME PORTFOLIO (Continued)
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CITY OF MT. PLEASANT
INVESTMENT REPORT

FOR THE QUARTER ENDED MARCH 31, 2015

SUMMARY:

Interest Earned on Fixed Income Maturities: 1,130.56$          

Interest on Demand Deposits 6,016.91            

Interest on Government Agency 20,812.50          

Interest Accrual December 31, 2014 (16,346.00)         

Interest Accrual March 31, 2015 9,750.00            

Total Interest Earned for Quarter 21,363.97$        

INTEREST EARNINGS BY FUND:

Quarterly Year to Date Original

Fund Interest Interest Budget

General $5,191 $5,191 17,900$             

Major Street 1,564         1,564 4,000                 

Local Street 664            664 3,500                 

Cemetery Trust 263            263 1,300                 

Special Assessment 541            541 1,600                 

CBD Improvements/Parking 4                4                        -                         

Building Authority 8                8 30                      

Capital Improvements 1,211         1,211 4,000                 

Economic Development Corporation 618            618 900                    

Mission Street DDA 604            604 3,600                 

TIFA 1,002         1,002 3,200                 

LDFA 131            131 80                      

BRDA 189            189 500                    

Airport 263            263 700                    

Sewer 3,476         3,476 12,000               

Water 3,738         3,738 10,000               

Solid Waste 1,707         1,707 5,600                 

Restricted Donations 190            190 -                         

$21,364 $21,364 $68,910

INVESTMENT EARNINGS
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COMMISSION LETTER #071-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF TEMPORARY TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER T5-2015 

 
The Commission will be asked for final consideration of the following Temporary 

Traffic Control Order at the June 22, 2015 City Commission meeting:   
 

T5-2015- Install “No Left Turn” sign eastbound on West Campus Drive before 
railroad crossing (where West Campus Drive and Bellows Street intersect), 

prohibiting left turns into the first parking lot entrance east of the railroad crossing.  
 

 
NJR/ap 

 

  



City of Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 
Traffic Control Order 

TRAFFIC CONTROL ORDER NO. 

Issued By: ~ \ ~ Date: ') - / 5 - I 5 
Traffic Engineer 

Signs/work by: ~ 
Street Dep ent 

Date: ~,,..j I - /5 

Filed/ Attested: ---------- Date: -----
City Clerk 

This Traffic Control Order shall be presented to the City Commission and may 
receive final approval not more than 90 days from the date the work was 
performed by the Street Department. It shall not be renewed or extended except 
upon action by the City Commission. 

Content: Install "NO LEFT TURN" sign eastbound on West Campus 
Drive before railroad crossing prohibiting left turns into the first 
parking lot entrance east of the railroad crossing. 



From: Brandon McQueen [mailto:mcqueenbl1@gmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 10, 2015 2:06 PM
To: Howard, Jeremy
Subject: State wide ballot initiative to legalize marijuana
 

There are three groups competing to put a ballot question to legalization marijuana on the
 2016 ballot.

Two of the groups have corporate backing and are not being transparent. We don't know who
 their members are or where their money comes from, but we do know that they are not the
 grassroot activists of Michigan or the people who have sacrificed building this industry.

However, the people of Michigan have come together and formed a grassroot campaign made
 up of activists and industry to put forward language that is good for the people of Michigan
 and not just a few secret investors.

This language is comprehensive and will put an end to the black market.

It also will legalize hemp and open Michigan farmers up to more revenue  options.

It put most of the regulatory power at the local level and does not create new bureaucratic
 agency at the state level.

I fully support this effort. They have asked me to come to a meeting on Wednesday and
 concider taking a formal position on their campaign.

I was hoping you could pass this on the the City Council and City Manager and I hope the city
 of Mt. Pleasant with support the people and their effort to legalize, regulate , and tax
 marijuana.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B8cfafOFklm-
cHpjc05LQzZsLU5tVEVVSVp6dzRrVzV5SlFv/view?pli=1

Brandon McQueen 
Mcqueenbl1@gmail.com 
989-506-6737.
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Michigan Marihuana Legalization, Regulation and Economic Stimulus Act 
 

DRAFT FOR PUBLIC COMMENT- APRIL 10, 2015 
 
 
 A bill to legalize and regulate marihuana and hemp cultivation, production, testing, sale, 

distribution, possession, and use for medical and nonmedical purposes; to provide for licensing 

of certain marihuana establishments; to provide certain rights to persons with a doctors 

recommendation for the use of marihuana, to authorize collection of fees; to allow an excise tax 

on marihuana transfers at the point of sale by a commercial marihuana facility; to provide for the 

powers and duties of certain state and local governmental officers and agencies; to authorize 

local units of government to adopt limited regulation of marihuana facilities and stores; and to 

require the promulgation of rules. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN ENACT: 

 Sec. 1.  (a) This act shall be known and may be cited as the “Michigan Marihuana 

Legalization, Regulation and Economic Stimulus Act.” 

  (b) The rights of persons include but are not limited to the creation, cultivation, delivery, 

manufacture, possession, processing, testing, transfer, transport and use of marihuana for medical 

and non-medical purposes, and are legalized under Michigan and local law and regulated under 

this act.  

 Sec. 2.  As used in this act, and unless the context otherwise requires: 

 (a) “Consumer” means an individual 21 years of age or older, or a person with a 

physician’s recommendation for the use of marihuana, or a person whom is registered in any 

governmental medical marihuana program. 

 (b)  “Hemp” means a plant of the genus Cannabis and any part of that plant, whether 

growing or not, with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that is less than 1.0% on a dry 
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weight basis, or with a delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol concentration that is greater than 1.0% on a 

dry weight basis as allowed by state or federal regulation. 

 (c)  “Locality” means a city, village, or township. 

 (d)  “Marihuana” means any part of the plant of the genus Cannabis whether growing or 

not, the resin extracted from any part of the plant, and every compound, manufacture, salt, 

derivative, extract, mixture, or preparation of or from the plant, its resin, or any other 

concentrate.  Marihuana does not include hemp, nor does it include the seed of the plant, fiber 

produced from the stalk, oil, or cake made from the seed of the plant, or the weight of any other 

ingredient that is combined with marihuana or marihuana products.  

 (e)  “Marihuana accessory” means any equipment, product, or material of any kind that is 

used, intended for use, or designed for use in planting, propagating, cultivating, curing, 

delivering, drying, growing, harvesting, composting, manufacturing, compounding, converting, 

producing, processing, preparing, testing, analyzing, packaging, repackaging, storing, 

transferring, transporting, vaporizing, or containing marihuana, or for ingesting, inhaling, or 

otherwise introducing marihuana into the human body. 

 (f) “Marihuana establishment” means a marihuana product manufacturing facility, a 

marihuana testing facility, or a marihuana store. 

 (g)  “Marihuana product manufacturing facility” means a person or entity licensed to 

cultivate, acquire, manufacture, prepare, package or transfer marihuana or marihuana products to 

other marihuana establishments. 

 (h)  “Marihuana products” include marihuana or marihuana with other ingredients and 

intended for human consumption or use. 
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 (i)  “Marihuana testing facility” means an entity licensed to analyze and certify the safety 

and quality of marihuana. 

 (j)  “Marihuana store” means a person or entity licensed to acquire and sell marihuana or 

marihuana products to consumers or to other marihuana establishments.  A marijuana product 

manufacturing facility may also be a marijuana store if allowed by the locality and licensed as 

such. 

 (k)  “Physician’s recommendation” means that a physician has stated in his or her 

professional opinion, a person 18 years of age or older is likely to receive therapeutic or 

palliative benefit from the medical use of marihuana to treat or alleviate the person’s medical 

condition or symptoms associated with a medical condition. If a person is under the age of 18, 

the person’s parent or legal guardian must obtain a written recommendation from a physician, 

and the person’s parent or legal guardian shall consent in writing to allow the person’s medical 

use of marihuana and control the acquisition of the marihuana, the dosage, and the frequency of 

the medical use of marihuana. 

 (l) "School property" means a building, playing field, or property used for school 

purposes regularly to impart instruction to children in grades kindergarten through 12, when 

provided by a public, private, denominational, or parochial school, except those buildings used 

primarily for adult education or college extension courses. 

 (m)  “Unreasonably impracticable” means that the measures necessary to comply with the 

regulations require such a high investment of risk, money, time, or any other resource or asset so 

as to discourage a reasonably prudent business person from engaging in the operation of a 

marihuana establishment or hemp businesses. 
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 Sec. 3.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following acts are not unlawful 

or a civil or criminal offense under the laws of this state or any county or locality within this 

state and are not a basis for seizure or forfeiture of assets under laws of this state or any county 

or locality within this state when performed by a consumer: 

 (a) Acquiring, possessing, using, or transporting marihuana, marihuana products, or 

marihuana accessories.  

  (b) Cultivating, growing, harvesting, possessing, propagating, processing, or transporting 

12 or fewer marihuana plants, each of which is at least 12 inches high or 12 inches in diameter, 

and possessing the marihuana derived from those plants.  The plants must be grown in a manner 

so as to reasonably prevent unauthorized access to or harvesting of the plants, and the marihuana 

produced from the plants must not be made available for sale.  

(c) Possessing, growing, processing, or transporting any number of marihuana plants or 

their parts that are smaller than those described in subdivision (b).  The plants must be grown in 

a manner so as to reasonably prevent unauthorized access to or harvesting of the plants, and the 

marihuana produced from the plants musts not be made available for sale. 

 (d) Transferring 2.5 ounces or less of marihuana without remuneration to a consumer. 

 (e) Consuming marihuana on private property, or on public property as otherwise allowed 

by law. 

 (f) Assisting another consumer in any of the acts described in subdivisions (a) to (d). 

 Sec. 4.  (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the following acts performed by 

persons 21 years of age or older in accordance with this act are not unlawful and are not a civil or 

criminal offense under the laws of this state or any county or locality within this state and are not 
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a basis for seizing or forfeiting assets under the law of this state or any county or locality within 

this state: 

 (a) Manufacturing, acquiring, possessing marihuana or marihuana products or 

accessories, or selling marihuana or marihuana products or accessories to a consumer. 

 (b) Cultivating, harvesting, processing, packaging, transporting, or possessing marihuana 

or marihuana products, or delivering or transferring marihuana or marihuana products to or from 

a marihuana establishment, if the person conducting any activity under this subdivision has 

obtained a current, valid license to operate a marihuana establishment or is acting in his or her 

capacity as an owner, employee, or agent of a licensed marihuana establishment where such 

activity is allowed. 

(c) Leasing or otherwise allowing the use of property owned, occupied, or controlled by 

any person, corporation, or other entity for any of the activities conducted lawfully in accordance 

with subdivisions (a) to (c). 

 (d) Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prohibit either the legislature or a locality of 

this state the authority to license other private clubs, non-profit entities, or commercial 

enterprises to effectuate the purpose of this act.  

 (2) A locality shall not require a consumer to provide a marihuana establishment with 

personal information other than government-issued identification to determine the consumer’s 

age and shall not require a marihuana establishment to acquire or record personal information 

about consumers other than information required in a financial transaction conducted at a typical 

retail store.  Any person seeking a tax exemption for medical purposes must provide a 

physician’s recommendation or proof of registration in any governmental medical marihuana 

program. 
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 Sec 5. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary, a person may 

engage in hemp cultivation, acquisition, transfer and exchange of seeds, delivery, processing, 

manufacture, sale and export of products for commercial purposes and research. All products 

made from hemp, including but not limited to beverages, cloth, cordage, fiber, food, fuel, 

medicine, paint, paper, particle board construction materials, plastics, seed, seed meal, seed oil, 

and certified seed for cultivation, shall be legal to possess or trade for remuneration.  

(b) The department of agriculture and rural development may adopt rules to facilitate and 

provide for the implementation of this provision, which may include rules to require hemp to be 

tested during growth for delta-9 tetrahydrocannabinol levels, and to allow for inspection and 

supervision of hemp during sowing, growing season, harvest, storage, and processing in 

accordance with generally accepted agricultural and management practices. The department shall 

not adopt under this or any other section a rule that would prohibit a person from growing hemp 

based on the legal status of hemp under federal law, or which creates an unreasonably 

impracticable burden upon a Michigan farmer. 

 Sec. 6.  Marihuana or marihuana products sold or otherwise transferred by a marihuana 

establishment to a consumer are subject to an excise tax.  The excise tax rate is 10%.   The 

legislature may reduce this excise tax rate but may not increase it.  The department of treasury 

shall establish procedures for collecting the excise tax by DATE.  After a deduction to reimburse 

the necessary administrative costs and any other lawfully required disbursements, the balance of 

the proceeds shall be used as follows:  40% to the department of transportation, 40% to the 

school aid fund, and 20% to the locality where the marihuana establishment is located.  

Marihuana or marihuana products transferred to a person with a physician’s recommendation for 
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the use of marihuana, or with proof of registration in any governmental medical marihuana 

program, are exempt from all excise tax under this section.  

 (a) The sale of hemp and hemp-derived products is not subject to an excise tax. 

Sec. 7.  A locality may enact an ordinance or regulation that does not conflict with this 

act or any administrative rules implementing this act.  The ordinance or regulation may govern 

the time, place, manner, type, and number of marihuana establishments and may establish civil 

sanctions for violation of the ordinance or regulation.  The governing board of a locality may 

allow or prohibit the operation of marihuana establishments by ordinance.  If the governing 

board of a locality does not allow the operation of marihuana establishments by DATE, an 

initiated or referred measure to allow or prohibit the operation of marihuana establishments may 

be submitted to the voters at a general election under processes substantially similar to the 

provisions with regard to the amendment by initiatory petition of city charters set forth in the 

home rule city act, or if the locality is not governed by the home rule city act, then the measure 

shall require 5% of qualified elector signatures and substantially comply with said provisions. 

This section does not, however, allow any locality to restrict or prohibit the rights of any persons 

under this act, or any other law or rule.   

 Sec. 8.  (1) Each application for a license to operate a marihuana establishment or 

renewal thereof shall be submitted to the relevant locality.  The locality shall do all of the 

following: 

 (a) Begin accepting and processing applications on DATE. 

 (b) Issue a license to the applicant between 45 and 90 days after receipt of an application 

unless the locality finds the applicant is not in compliance with rules adopted under sections 11 

and 12. 
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 (2) To ensure a secure, reliable, and accountable system for the operation of a marihuana 

establishment in accordance with this act, a locality may use relevant applicable criteria in 

evaluating any application for a license under this act including but not limited to any prior 

experience with marihuana or marihuana products or any other enterprise.  

 (a) If the locality makes a finding of noncompliance or otherwise does not issue a license 

under subdivision (1)(b), it shall promptly notify the applicant in writing of the noncompliance 

or the specific reason for failure to issue the license.  If a license is not issued, within 45 days 

from receipt of notice from the locality, an applicant has the right to an appeal to the circuit court 

of the county of the applicant, which may order the issuance of a license.  

 Sec. 9. This act does not authorize driving or operating under the influence of marihuana 

or supersede or restrict state law or the law of a locality within this state related to driving under 

the influence of marihuana or driving while impaired by marihuana. The state and any locality 

are prohibited from using any per se nanogram limit per unit of blood of tetrahydrocannabinol or 

other cannabinoids as criteria to determine whether the operator of a motor vehicle is under the 

influence of marihuana or impaired by marihuana. 

 (1) This act does not authorize the transfer of marihuana or marihuana products, with or 

without remuneration, to an individual under the age of 21 without the recommendation of a 

physician, or allow an individual under the age of 21 to purchase, possess, use, transport, grow, 

or consume marihuana or marihuana products without the recommendation of a physician. 

 (2) This act does not prohibit a person, employer, school, hospital, detention facility, 

corporation, or any other entity that occupies, owns, or controls a property from prohibiting or 

otherwise regulating possession, consumption, use, transfer, distribution, sale, transportation, or 

growing marihuana on or in that property or in the course of business. 



 

8 

 Sec. 10.  This act does not do any of the following: 

(a) Limit any privileges or rights of a medical marihuana patient, caregiver, or  

licensed entity as provided in Michigan law or the laws of any other unit of government. 

(b)  Allow a person under the age of 18 without a written physician’s recommendation for the 

medical use of marihuana and written parental consent to control the acquisition of the 

marihuana, the dosage, and the frequency of the medical use of marihuana, to possess or 

use marihuana. 

(c) Allow a person under the age of 21, with or without a physician’s recommendation, to 

transfer marihuana to any person. 

 (d) Discharge a state department, agency, board, or commission from any statutory or 

constitutional duty to regulate medical marihuana. 

 Sec. 11.  (1) Upon sale to a consumer, a marihuana establishment shall place all 

marihuana products in a container that is child-resistant. Child resistant packaging shall be re-

closable if not intended for single use and must be properly labeled. A marihuana establishment 

may bundle single-serving edible retail marihuana products that are packaged in child-resistant 

packaging and labeled pursuant to this act into a larger package that is not child-resistant.  

 (2) Proper labeling must include the following statements: 

“There may be health risks associated with the consumption of this product.”  

“This product is intended for use by adults 21 years and older. Keep out of reach of 

children.”  

“This product may be unlawful outside the State of Michigan.”  

“This product contains or is infused with marihuana.”  

“Do not drive a motor vehicle or operate heavy machinery while using marihuana.”  
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(3) Proper labeling also must include the following information: 

(a)  The name and address of the marihuana establishment that sold the marihuana 

product to the consumer, and the date of the sale. 

(b) Name and address of the marihuana product manufacturing and/or testing facility 

if applicable;  

(c)  A list of solvents used to produce any marihuana concentrates; 

(d) A list of all ingredients; 

(e)  Production date, batch number, and expiration date, if any; 

(f) Whether refrigeration is required; 

 (4) In addition, any ingestible product requires the following labeling: 

 A nutrition fact panel conforming to FDA requirements, and additionally listing the 

number of servings in the product and the number of milligrams of THC per serving, along with 

the following statement: “The intoxicating effects of this product may be delayed by two or more 

hours if ingested”; 

(5) Required statements regarding testing:  all labels must contain either one or the other 

of the following statements:  

(a) Required Statement When Contaminant Tests are Performed.  Every label affixed to a 

container holding a marihuana product for sale must contain a statement that the 

marihuana product was tested for contaminants and the results of those tests, if every 

batch of marijuana or marijuana concentrate used to produce the marihuana product is 

tested for contaminants; or if no contaminant testing is completed, the statement: “The 

marihuana product contained within this package has not been tested for contaminants.”  
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 Sec. 12. Localities may adopt rules necessary to implement this act for marihuana 

establishments.  The rules shall allow or prohibit the operation of marihuana establishments, but 

shall not create regulations that make their operation unreasonably impracticable.  The rules shall 

include: 

 (a) Procedures for issuing, renewing, suspending, or revoking a license to operate a 

marihuana establishment. 

 (b) A schedule of application, licensing, and renewal fees.  An original application fee 

shall not exceed $5,000.00. A renewal application fee shall not exceed $500.00, which may be 

adjusted annually by the locality for inflation, unless the locality determines that a greater fee is 

necessary to carry out its responsibilities under this act. 

 (c) Qualifications for licensure that are directly and demonstrably related to the operation 

of a marihuana establishment. 

 (d) Security requirements for marihuana establishments. 

 (e) Rules to prevent the sale or diversion of marihuana and marihuana products to 

individuals under the age of 21. 

 (f) Health and safety regulations and standards. 

 (g) Regulations for advertising and displaying marihuana and marihuana products. 

 (h) A schedule of civil fines for violation of this act or rules implementing this act, based 

on the severity of the violation.  A violation citation may only be issued as a civil infraction, and 

any civil fine shall not exceed $100.00, except that distributing marihuana or marihuana products 

to a person who is between the age of 18 and 21 years and who does not have the 

recommendation of a physician to use medical marihuana shall be a civil fine of $500.00, and 

any person over the age of 18 years distributing marihuana or marihuana products to a person 
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who is under the age of 18 years and who does not have the recommendation of a physician to 

use medical marihuana is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than 

$1,000.00 and imprisonment for not more than 60 days for a first offense, a fine of not more than 

$2,500.00 and imprisonment for not more than 90 days for a second or subsequent offense, and 

may be ordered to perform community service. An individual under the age of 18 who violates 

any section of this act may be issued a civil infraction with a civil fine of up to $500.00. If a 

violation of this act occurs on school property as defined in this act, a person may be punished by 

a fine by not more than three times the time authorized by this act, or by a term of imprisonment 

for not more than 120 days for a first offense, a fine of not more than $5,000.00 and 

imprisonment for not more than 180 days for a second or subsequent offense, and may be 

ordered to perform community service. 

 Sec. 13.  Except as otherwise indicated in this act, this act supersedes any conflicting 

state statute, administrative rule, or local charter, ordinance, or resolution. 

 Sec. 14.  This act shall be considered remedial in nature and shall be liberally construed 

to allow activity including but not limited to the acquisition, concentration, cultivation, curing, 

delivery, drying, extraction, harvesting, manufacture, possession, processing, propagation, sale, 

testing, transfer, transportation or use of hemp, marihuana, marihuana accessories, and 

marihuana products. 

 Sec. 15.  A person shall not be denied custody or visitation of a minor for acting in 

accordance with this act, unless the person’s behavior is such that it creates an unreasonable 

danger to the minor that can be clearly articulated and substantiated. 

 Sec 16. Possession of marihuana, marihuana accessories, or marihuana products shall not 

constitute probable cause or reasonable suspicion, nor shall it be used to support the search of the 
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person or property of the person, or otherwise subject the person or property of the person to 

inspection by any local, county or state governmental agency. 

 Sec. 17.  Any section of this act being held invalid as to any person or circumstances 

shall not affect the application of any other section of this act that can be given full effect without 

the invalid section or application. 

 Sec. 18.  This act does not prevent or obstruct federal enforcement of federal law. 

 Sec. 19.  No contract is unenforceable on the basis that cultivating, manufacturing, 

distributing, dispensing, possessing, or otherwise using marihuana or marihuana products is 

prohibited by federal law. 

 Sec. 20.  An insurable interest is granted to marihuana establishments, marihuana, 

marihuana products, and marihuana accessories to the extent that the interest involved is lawful 

under this act. 

 Sec. 21.  A person, individual, or corporate entity, while acting in accordance with this 

Act, including but not limited to a person who uses marihuana or marihuana products for 

personal use or owns or works at a marihuana establishment, shall be presumed to be engaging in 

activities made legal by this Act, and shall not be subject to disciplinary action, search, seizure of 

property, arrest, prosecution, any criminal or civil penalties, nor be denied any right or privilege 

including but not limited to education, child custody, health care, public assistance, organ 

transplant, purchase and possession of firearms and ammunition, access to any banking or 

financial services, the right to vote or to serve on a jury, or disciplinary action by a business or 

occupational or professional licensing board or bureau. 

 Enacting section 1. This act takes effect 90 days after the date it is enacted into law. 



  

  

 

Minutes of the regular meeting of the City Commission held Monday, April 13, 
2015, at 7:02 p.m., in the City Commission Room. 
 
 Vice Mayor Rautanen called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was 
recited. 
 
 Commissioners Present:  Vice Mayor Rautanen; Commissioners Joslin, Kulick, Ling, 
Sous and Verleger  
 
 Commissioners Absent:  Mayor Holton 
 
 Others Present:  City Manager Ridley and City Clerk Howard  
 
Proclamations and Presentations 
 
 Field Training Officer Brandon Bliss swore in newly hired police officer Joshua 
Theisen. 
 
 Kevin Daum, Isabella County Human Rights Committee representative, gave a 
presentation on The Study of Micro-Aggressions Against Native Americans in Isabella 
County. 
 
 Discussion ensued. 
 
Additions to Agenda 
 
 Item #14 “Consider recommendation from the Property Committee to accept the 
assignment of the land contract from Mt. Pleasant Public Schools to Gratiot Isabella RESD 
for sites in Eastpointe IV” was removed from the agenda.  
 
Public Input on Agenda Items 
 
 Trevis Moore, 203 N. Adams St., spoke regarding refuse and recycling pickup 
location and would like to see it changed back to allow for pick-up at his address on the 
street side. 
 
Receipt of Petitions and Communications 
 
 Received the following petitions and communications: 

1. Mt. Pleasant Parks and Recreation Commission Minutes (February) 
2. Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes (February) 
3. MML Capital Conference review by City Commissioner Tony Kulick. 
4. Receipt of Middle Michigan Development Corporation (MMDC) 2014 

Annual Report. 
5. Receipt of Cultural and Recreational Commission of Isabella County (CRC) 

summary report. 
6. Receipt of Cultural and Recreational Commission of Isabella County (CRC) 

2014 Financial Audit and Annual Report. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Kulick and supported by Commissioner Sous to approve 
the following items on the Consent Calendar: 

1. Minutes of the regular meeting of the City Commission held March 23, 2015. 
2. Bid of M&M Pavement Marking of Grand Blanc, Michigan for the 2015 

Pavement Markings project in the amount of $26,512 which includes $18,000 
as budgeted for major and local streets and $8,512 for the two-way 
conversion. 

3. Bid of Continental Carbonic Products of Decatur, Illinois for the purchase of 
liquid carbon dioxide in the amount of $150.00 per ton. 



  

  

 

 
4. WHEREAS, the Traffic Engineer of the City of Mt. Pleasant requests 

that the City Commission issue traffic control order No. 3-2015 (install “No 
Parking Here to Corner” sign on the north side of Locust Street west of Main 
Street, to allow vehicles to turn off of Main Street even if traffic flow is 
obstructed by vehicles on Locust Street.) Said traffic control order was 
presented to the City Commission on April 13, 2015, for review and after 
reviewing said control order and being fully advised in the premises, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves traffic control 
order No. 3-2015 as a permanent traffic control order. 

5. WHEREAS, the Traffic Engineer of the City of Mt. Pleasant requests 
that the City Commission issue traffic control order No. 4-2015 (install “No 
Parking Here to Corner” sign on the south side of Locust Street east of 
Washington Street, to allow vehicles to turn off of Washington Street even if 
traffic flow is obstructed by vehicles on Locust Street.) Said traffic control 
order was presented to the City Commission on April 13, 2015, for review 
and after reviewing said control order and being fully advised in the 
premises, 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission approves traffic control 
order No. 4-2015 as a permanent traffic control order. 

6. Receive 2016-2020 proposed Capital Improvement Plan and set a public 
hearing for May 26, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. on same. 

7. Approved sidewalk licenses for Pleasant City Coffee and Max & Emily’s. 
8. Approved extension of the Interlocal Agreement for the Cultural and 

Recreational Commission of Isabella County (CRC) for 30 years and 
authorize the Mayor and Clerk to sign the amendment.  In addition, this 
authorization allows the Mayor and City Manager to negotiate the number 
of appointed board members if the participating agencies are four or less. 

9. Set a special meeting for Tuesday, May 12, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. at Mt. Pleasant 
City Hall between the City Commission and the Charter Township of Union 
Board of Trustees to discuss mosquito control programs. 

10. Payrolls dated March 27 and April 3, 2015 and warrants dated March 25 and 
April 1 and 2, 2015 all totaling $606,497.93.  

 Motion unanimously adopted. 
 
 A public hearing was held on the proposed Brownfield Plan for property located at 
715 Edgewood Street.  There being no public comments or communications, the Vice 
Mayor closed the public hearing. 

 
Moved by Commissioner Kulick and supported by Commissioner Joslin to approve 

the following resolution approving the Brownfield Plan for 715 Edgewood and authorize 
the Mayor and City Clerk to sign the reimbursement agreement. 
 

WHEREAS, the Mt. Pleasant City Commission established a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority (the Authority) by adoption of a resolution on May 13, 1997, 
pursuant to the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Michigan Public Act 391, of 
1996, as amended (the Act), and  
 

WHEREAS, the Authority acted on March 5, 2015 to recommend that the City 
Commission approve an amendment to the Brownfield Plan for the property located at 
715 Edgewood Dr. (Site #16), which complies with the provisions of the Act, and 
 

WHEREAS, proper notice of a public hearing has been provided in accordance with 
the terms of the Act, and 
 

WHEREAS, the City Commission finds that Brownfield Plan Amendment 
constitutes a public purpose; the financing of the eligible activities will be the 
responsibility of the applicant, with costs reimbursed from tax capture by the Authority; 
the costs associated with the eligible activities are reasonable and necessary to carry out 
the purposes of the Act; and the amount of captured taxable value is reasonable, 
 



  

  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mt. Pleasant City Commission 
does hereby approve the Brownfield Plan Amendment for Site #16 located at 715 
Edgewood Dr. 
 
Motion unanimously adopted. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Kulick and supported by Commissioner Joslin to approve 
the award of the pedestrian street lighting contract to J. Ranck Electric, Inc. of Mt. Pleasant, 
Michigan at an estimated project cost of $105,000 to install lighting on the west side of 
Washington Street from High St. to Illinois St. and to install electrical service up to 
Michigan St. but would not install light poles between Illinois St. and Michigan St. as well 
as approved a budget amendment for the project in the amount of $15,000. Motion 
unanimously adopted. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Kulick and supported by Commissioner Sous to approve 
the Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy as presented with the 
addition of requiring a May, 2016 report on the policy. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Sous and supported by Commissioner Ling to amend the 
above motion to approve the Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy 
adding further exceptions for individual home owners. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Ling and supported by Vice Mayor Rautanen to postpone 
action on the Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy until the April 27, 
2015 City Commission meeting to have staff do further review and revisions to the policy. 
 
 AYES:  Commissioners Kulick, Ling, Rautanen, Sous and Verleger 
 NAYS: Commissioner Joslin 
 ABSENT: Commissioner Holton 
 Motion carried. 
 
Announcements on City-Related Issues and Concerns 
 
 Commissioner Sous suggested that discussions regarding the possibility of a JC 
Penny and Target parking lot connector take place during the special meeting with Union 
Township Board members. 
 
 Commissioner Kulick reminded citizens that spring is here and yard waste cannot 
be raked into the streets, it must be bagged and taken to the recycling center. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda and Non-Agenda Items 
 
 Mary Ann Renz, 906 Elizabeth Court, announced that a Mt. Pleasant Renewable 
Energy Forum & Fair will take place on Saturday, April 25 from 1 to 4 p.m. at the 
Engineering and Technology Building on CMU’s campus. 
 
 Trevis Moore, 203 N. Adams St. commented that his trash/recycling issue was not 
created by him, it was there when he bought the house. 
 
 Bill Mayhew, MDOT, spoke in regards to concerns with some of the comments 
made by Commissioners at the March 23, 2015 City Commission meeting regarding street 
lights at Mission and Broadway Streets. 
  
 Moved by Commissioner Kulick and supported by Commissioner Sous to adjourn 
the meeting at 8:22 p.m.  Motion unanimously adopted.   
 
 
_______________________________   ______________________________ 
Rick Rautanen, Vice Mayor    Jeremy Howard, City Clerk 



COMMISSION LETTER #072-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PARKS AND RECREATION MASTER PLAN 
AND CONSIDER APPROVAL OF THE SAME 

 
Director of Parks and Public Spaces Chris Bundy will be prepared to provide a 

short overview of the recommended Parks and Recreation Master Plan prior to 
holding the public hearing Monday evening. The plan has been recommended to 

the City Commission from both the Planning and Parks and Recreation Commissions. 
As Mr. Bundy’s memo indicates, no substantive changes were made to the draft plan 

that has been available since March 20. However, an updated plan with the type 
of changes he indicated in his memo will be provided on the City website by Friday 

afternoon. 
 

After holding the public hearing the City Commission should consider formally 
approving the update to the plan.   

 
Recommended Motion: 

Move to approve the Parks and Recreation Master Plan as recommended by the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. 

 
 

NJR/ap 
  



 

 

 
MEMO TO: Nancy Ridley, City Manager  
 
FROM: Chris Bundy, Director of Parks & Public Spaces 
 
DATE: April 22, 2015   
 
SUBJECT: 2016-2020 Parks and Recreation Master Plan 
 
CC:   Bill Mrdeza 

 

The Parks and Recreation Department staff, in cooperation with the Parks and Recreation 
Commission, has been working since November with Spicer Group on compilation of the City’s 
five-year Parks and Recreation Master Plan.  For completion of the plan we have gathered input 
through a parks tour, community open house, online survey, and our city website resource.   

 
The purpose of the plan is to provide a framework for decision making regarding parks and 

recreation development in Mt. Pleasant through the year 2020.  In addition, the plan will meet the 
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway 
Plans, published by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grants Management Office.  
The plan will provide a rationale and priorities for capital budgeting as well as for external funding 
opportunities. This plan represents a five-year comprehensive master plan update to the existing 
Parks and Recreation Master Plan. 

 
After public input was received and following DNR guidelines; a draft document was 

prepared for public review. The document has been available for public inspection since March 20 
via the City’s website with hard copies available at the public library and the front desk of City Hall.  
Residents and board/commission members were invited to review the draft document and provide 
input via the city website or at one of the public hearings below: 

 
Ø Thursday, April 9 – Planning Commission Regular Meeting, City Hall 7:00 p.m. 
Ø Tuesday, April 21 – Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting, City Hall 7:00 p.m. 
Ø Monday, April 27 – City Commission Regular Meeting, City Hall 7:00 p.m. 

 
No additional substantive changes were added to the plan via the April 9th and 21st public hearings 
and both The Planning Commission and Parks and Recreation Commission unanimously 
recommended approval of the draft plan after their respective public hearings.  
 
To complete the final draft, revisions in text formatting, grammatical corrections, and chart data 
clarifications will be added by Friday April 24 and re-posted to the City’s website resource.  The 
Parks and Recreation Commission requests City Commissioners review the document via the City 
website @ www.mt-pleasant.org/parksmasterplan (hard copies can be made available as needed) 
prior to their April 27 public hearing.  I will be on hand at the meeting to give a brief presentation on 
the plan and answer any questions the City Commission may have.  
 
Requested Action 
Upon completion of the public hearing the Parks and Recreation Commission requests the City 
Commission take action to formally adopt the 2016-2020 Parks and Recreation Master Plan, 
including any pertinent public input received, per Department of Natural Resources requirements. 
 
CMB/lmw 

 



COMMISSION LETTER #073-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: BIDS AND QUOTATIONS 
 

A. Road Salt 
 

The MiDeal Extended Purchasing Program extends contracts negotiated by 
the State of Michigan to local governments, allowing cities to benefit from 

lower prices. For the past several years, the City has purchased the supply of 
road salt through this program.  
 

As detailed in the attached memo from DPW Director John Zang, the 
department would like to purchase 500 tons of salt for this year’s supply 

through the program at the price of $64.68 per ton.   
 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to approve the purchase of road salt through the MiDeal Extended 

Purchasing Program at a cost of $64.68 per ton, for a total cost of $32,340. 
 

 
NJR/ap 
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To: Nancy Ridley, City Manager Date: 4/23/2015 
 
From: John Zang, DPW Director 
 
Subject:   Road Salt Purchase 
 

Purchase\Contract Recommendation Summary 
 
Request: 
The City Commission is requested to approve the purchase of 500 tons of road salt from the 
State of Michigan’s MiDeal Extended Purchasing Program at the 2014-2015 program price of 
$64.68/ton, for a total amount of $32,340. 
 
Reason for Purchase: 
The State of Michigan’s MiDeal Extended Purchasing Program allows municipalities to purchase 
an initial quantity of road salt for early delivery in September or October, and, if necessary, an 
additional 500 tons at a later date.  The City purchased 800 tons last fall at $78.37 per ton, for a 
total cost of $62,696.  Through the MiDeal contract, the cost for an additional 500 tons is 
$64.68/ton, which is a savings of $13.69/ton over the fall 2014 purchase price. 
 
While the central Michigan area received less than normal snowfall and ice this winter, the east 
coast experienced record-breaking snowfall and several cities exceeded their winter maintenance 
budgets for snow and ice control.  Road salt pricing is based on several factors, including 
nationwide weather and inventory levels.  In fact, Michigan road salt pricing increased 46% from 
2013 to 2014, and the severe weather in the east this year may push the price even higher for the 
upcoming 2015-2016 winter season.   The current MiDeal contract pricing is effective through 
August 2015, and purchasing the additional 500 tons at a lower cost now will keep the City’s 
inventory at maximum capacity and negate the need to purchase road salt this fall.   
 
Process: 
Vendor Name and Address: 
Compass Minerals American, Inc. (Formerly North American Salt Company)    
Highway Sales Department 
9900 West 10th Street – Suite 600 
Overland, KS   66210 
 
Reason for Selection:    Method of Purchase: 
State Contract Pricing    Direct Bill 
 
Recommendation: 
I recommend the City Commission approve the purchase of road salt from the State of Michigan’s 
MiDeal Extended Purchasing Program for $64.68 per ton, for a total amount of $32,340.  Funds 
are available in the 2014 Local and Major Streets budgets.
 



COMMISSION LETTER #074-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING FOR MAY 11, 2015 ON 
THE CDBG JOCKEY ALLEY (PARKING LOT #2) GRANT CLOSE-OUT 

 
The memo from Downtown Development Director Michelle Sponseller provides some 

background on the Community Development Block Grant that was received in 2012 
and the requirement to hold a public hearing to close out the grant.  All of the 

construction in Parking Lot 2 occurred in 2013.  A number of issues occurred with the 
finalization of the reimbursement payments and those issues have all now been 

resolved.  We recommend a public hearing be set for May 11 to obtain public 
input as required by the grant.   

 
For your information, DPW staff will oversee the stamped concrete fixes that are 

needed on the west end of the parking lot which were not covered by warranty.   
The underground electrical, which was damaged by the transformer fire in 2014, 

will be repaired by Consumers this June and removal of the final overhead lines 
and poles will occur after that repair.  

 
Recommended Motion: 

Move to set a public hearing for May 11, 2015 on the closeout of the CDBG Grant 
for Parking Lot 2.   

 
 

NJR/ap 
  



MEMO 
 
 
Date:  April 22, 2015 
 
To:   Nancy Ridley, City Manager 
 
CC:  Bill Mrdeza, Community Services Division Director  

Mary Ann Kornexl, Treasurer 
   
From:  Michelle Sponseller, Downtown Development Director 
 
Re:  Parking Lot #2 CDBG Set a Public Hearing for Grant Close-Out 
 
 
On July 18, 2012 the City was awarded a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) in the amount of 
$583,000 for the reconstruction of parking lot #2 (Jockey Alley).   
 
As part of the grant close-out process a public hearing is required so input can be gathered on the 
project. The public can read and comment on the grant documents by visiting the Community Services 
Department at City Hall until the public hearing.  
 
This reconstruction project included the removal and replacement of base materials, asphalt, sewer and 
storm drainage, new sidewalk, lighting, electric car charging station dumpster enclosure, and the burial 
of underground utilities. Records indicate the electric charging station is experiencing an average usage 
of approximately four times per week and is used at least once on those days that usage is recorded.  
 
 
COSTS: 
Construction costs     $ 755,236.28 
Design, engineering and construction administration $ 106,216.49 
Total Project Cost     $ 861,452.77 
 
FUNDING SOURCES: 
Central Business District TIFA    $ 287,500.00 
General Fund      $      8,617.45 
DIG Grant      $ 565,335.32 
Total Funding Sources     $ 861,452.77 
 
 
 
 
Action Requested: 
Request City Commission set a public hearing for the close-out of the CDBG for Parking Lot #2 (Jockey 
Alley) Reconstruction on Monday, May 11, 2015 and gather public input.  
 
 

  



COMMISSION LETTER #075-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER AMENDMENTS TO THE SIDEWALK LICENSE POLICY 
 

As we all know, the weather in Michigan is anything but predictable.  As the 
attached memo from Downtown Development Director Michelle Sponseller indicates, 

due to the warm April weather this year, two businesses requested an early start 
date for their outdoor seating.  A similar circumstance occurred in 2013.  In order to 

address the varying weather, staff and the Downtown Development Board (DDB) 
are recommending two changes to the Sidewalk Licensing Policy.  The changes 

include: 
1.  Allowing April 1 as the earliest start date instead of May 15. 

2. Because of the earlier start date, include an additional provision that 
requires a licensee to deal with street snow removal near their patio. 

 
An updated policy with those two changes is included for your consideration.  These 

changes would allow individual licensees to decide when it makes business-sense, 
based on the weather for that year, to provide the outdoor seating.    

 
Recommended Motion: 

Move to approve the recommended amendments to the Sidewalk License Policy for an 
April 1 start date and the requirement to plow if necessary.   

 
 

NJR/ap 
  



MEMO 
 
Date:  April 17, 2015 
 
To:  Nancy Ridley, City Manager 
 
CC:  Bill Mrdeza, Community Services Division Director  

Downtown Development Board 
 
From:  Michelle Sponseller, Downtown Development Director 
 
Re:  Sidewalk License Policy – Change of Licensing Dates and Related Text Change 
 
 
During the week of April 8, two requests were made by previous Sidewalk License applicants to set up 
their outdoor seating early due to the warm weather.  
 
In an effort to meet the current and future applicants request along with consideration for snowfall 
after April the following changes, in red, are recommended: 
 
  
Current timeframe for Sidewalk Licenses:  
May 15 to October 30 
  
Recommended change:  
April 1 to Oct 30 
 
 
Current Language:  
Temporary patio licensees shall keep clean the perimeter of the licensed area where street sweeper will 
be unable to maneuver. 
 
Recommended Language:  
Temporary patio licensees shall keep clean the perimeter of the licensed area where street sweeper or 
snow plow will be unable to maneuver. 
  
 
Both staff and the Downtown Development Board have reviewed the requested changes and 
recommend approval.  
 
 
Requested Action: 
Review suggested changes and consider approval of the updated policy.   
  



 
Sidewalk License Policy (2015 Draft April) 

Page 1 of 5       

CITY OF MT. PLEASANT 
DOWNTOWN SIDEWALK AND STREET PARKING LICENSE POLICY 

FOR MERCHANDISE DISPLAYS, FOOD AND ALCOHOL SERVICE 
 
PURPOSE 
The Downtown Sidewalk and Street Parking License Policy for Merchandise Displays, Food and Alcohol is 
designed to allow sidewalk merchandise displays, cafes or outdoor seating on public property in 
locations where they are determined to be appropriate by the City Commission, and to promote and 
protect the public health, safety, and general welfare of the community. These general goals include, 
among others, the following specific purposes: 

 
(1)   To attract residents and non-residents to downtown Mt. Pleasant; 
(2)   To provide an additional way for retailers, restaurants, food service, or other 

businesses within the Principal Shopping District / Central Business District to expand 
their operations; 

(3)   To promote sidewalks as useful and properly planned visual amenities; 
(4)   To provide adequate space for pedestrians on the sidewalk adjacent to sidewalk 

displays, cafes or outdoor seating and to insure access to adjacent commercial and 
retail uses; 

Note: this policy is not to be used for the elimination of public parking spaces for personal 
and/or business parking usage.   

 
COST AND APPLICATION PROCESS 
Annual Sidewalk License Application Fee = $50.00 Fence Application Fee = $50.00 (one-time fee) 
 
Additional costs:  
Outdoor patios $250.00 per full space or partial space/annually (limited to no more than three spaces).  
Purchase of parking space for permanent outdoor use $7,500 per space 
 
Applications can be picked up at City Hall (320 W. Broadway) in the Division of Community Services.  
 
Applications for temporary uses will be reviewed by the following City of Mt. Pleasant departments before 
being presented to City Commission for approval: 
  
Public Works  Public Safety  Downtown Development  Building Safety 
If parking space(s) are requested for permanent elimination – Downtown Development Board and 
Planning Commission must review. 
 
The City Commission may license City rights-of-way for merchandise displays, food and alcohol service.  
Licenses are good from April 1 to October 30.  
 
Applications made for permanent fencing can be submitted on an ongoing basis and are subject 30 day review 
and approval process by the City Commission.  
 
NOTICE OF VIOLATION; FAILURE TO COMPLY.  
Upon a finding by a City staff member that an applicant has violated any provisions of this policy, the 
Downtown Development Director shall give notice to the applicant to correct said violation. Upon failure 
to immediately correct said violation, the City Commission may revoke the applicant's license to operate 
the sidewalk license.  Upon the revocation of such license, the applicant shall be entitled to a hearing 
before the governing body within 30 days, upon notice thereof, provided that a hearing is requested by 
the applicant, in writing, within five days of revocation of the license.  
 
All conditions are to be met by applicants, unless waived by the City Commission. 
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PLEASE NOTE 
Sections entitled Location, General Terms – Layout, Maintenance, and Hours of Operation, and Insurance 
apply to ALL applicants.  Applicants in the food and beverage industry, please review the section entitled Food 
and Beverage (General), and Food and Beverage (Specific to Alcohol Beverage Sales).  Applicants interested in 
purchasing a parking space for permanent outdoor use, please review the section entitled Converting Parking 
Spaces for Permanent Outdoor Use. 
 
LOCATION  

1. Applications to license public sidewalks or public property for merchandise display, food, alcoholic 
beverages, or other retail service shall be limited to the area within the downtown Principal Shopping 
District (PSD) and/or Tax Increment Finance Authority (TIFA) Central Business District (CBD) and those 
commercially zoned properties specifically authorized by the City Commission that can also meet all 
of the following criteria. 
 

2. The area devoted to outdoor seating must be ancillary to the main use of an indoor restaurant, 
bakery, coffee shop, delicatessen, specialty food store, or similar establishment.   

 
GENERAL TERMS - LAYOUT, MAINTENANCE, AND HOURS OF OPERATION  

1. Prior to license approval, the Director of Public Works or his designee shall inspect the proposed area 
and prepare a report listing any damaged public sidewalk in the area, any potential hazards that need 
to be corrected prior to issuance of the license including, but not limited to, location of trees and low-
hanging branches, wires, guide wires, sign locations and height, tree gates, planters, bike racks, etc., 
that could serve as a hazard to pedestrians.   
 

2. Licensees building a structure or permanent fence to be utilized for outdoor seating shall obtain a 
building permit to ensure local, state, and federal building codes are met. Please note: it is the 
intention of this policy that all structures are built flush to the sidewalk (i.e. no step on or off the 
structure) whenever possible to ensure the ease of use for all patrons.  Where structures are not able 
to be built flush with the sidewalk, structures must provide ADA accessibility either through a 
permanent or temporary ramp.  

a. Exempt structures that were approved in 2014 from complying with the provision that “all 
structures are built flush to the sidewalk.” 

 
3. Location of all furniture, displays or other materials shall be placed to assure safe ingress/egress to 

buildings. 
 

4. Merchandise displays must be placed next to the building only, except during the annual 
Sidewalk Sales event. 

 
5. Tables, chairs, umbrellas and any other objects used shall be of quality design, materials, and 

workmanship both to ensure the safety and convenience of users and to enhance the visual and 
aesthetic quality of the urban environment. 

 
6. Fence materials shall be of durable commercial-grade building materials, such as powder-coated 

aluminum or steel. Decorative fences should generally be four and a half feet (54 inches) or 
below.  However, exceptions may be considered for special circumstances.    

 
7. The licensed area and abutting public sidewalk shall be kept clean, attractive and free of all litter and 

debris, and must allow for the safe and easy flow of pedestrian traffic.  In addition, it is the 
responsibility of the license holder to inspect the licensed area and abutting public sidewalk on a daily 
basis and report any deterioration, or other hazard(s) to the Director of Public Works.   
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8. Temporary patio licensees shall keep clean the perimeter of the licensed area where street sweeper 
or snow plow will be unable to maneuver.  
 

9. Landscape areas and areas containing trees and the dirt around such trees shall not be disturbed 
or used in conjunction with licensed area activities, and shall not be designated as the area 
reserved for pedestrian use.   
 

10. A license area shall not interfere with any public service facility; such as a telephone, mailbox or 
bench, located on a sidewalk. 
 

11. The area devoted to outdoor seating shall not encroach upon or extend over any public alley. 
 
12. No business displays or signs shall be attached to or displayed on public facilities such as trees, 

street light poles, junction boxes, mailboxes, fire hydrants, benches, bus shelters, bike racks, 
trash cans, etc.   
 

13. No advertising signage shall be present on or in the outdoor seating area. 
 

14. Outdoor amplification shall be in compliance with the appropriate codes of the city. 
 

15. Any outdoor lighting shall be arranged in such a manner so as not to create a hazard for vehicular 
traffic or a nuisance to residential land uses in the area.   
 

16. In licensed areas all electrical wiring and fixtures shall be installed and remain in conformance 
with the appropriate codes of the city. 
 

17. No structure or enclosure to accommodate the storage of accumulated garbage may be erected 
or placed on public property. 
 

18. 4’ (four feet) of unobstructed pedestrian sidewalk shall be maintained at all times.  Note: the swing of 
exterior doors must be calculated in this measurement. 
 

19. All patio structures must meet ADA accessibility standards. Where ADA ramps and/or other resources 
are used, signage indicating their availability will be posted clearly so patrons can see it. 

 
20. An adequate area adjacent to handicapped parking spaces area shall be maintained free and 

clear of obstructions and shall lead to the pedestrian walkway.   
 

21. Licensed areas shall not impede city drainage.  
 

22. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 24'(twenty-four 
feet) and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13'-6" (thirteen feet, six inches).   

 
23. 3' (three feet) clear space shall be maintained around the circumference of all fire hydrants with 

a minimum of 6' clear aisle access to all hydrants. 
  

24. Vehicles or structures over 1,500 lbs. are prohibited on the licensed area or abutting public sidewalk.   
 

25. License of public right-of-way shall not be permitted if the proposed licensing or requested alterations 
result in sight obstructions for vehicles or pedestrians or result in the obstruction of normal traffic 
flow.   

 
26. The licensed area shall be limited to portions of right-of-way abutting the property owned, leased, or 

rented by the applicant unless given approval by adjacent property and business owners.   
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27. No more than three parking spaces can be utilized.  
 
28. Hours of operation for licensees shall be limited to between 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m.   

 
29. Licensee shall not cause or permit hazardous or toxic substances to be released, stored, produced, 

emitted, disposed of or used in the licensed area. 
 
 
 
INSURANCE 

1. The applicant shall provide evidence of the following insurances prior to issuance of a sidewalk 
license:   

a. Workers Compensation and Employers Liability   
b. General Liability (occurrence basis only) with the following coverage inclusions:   

· Broad Form General Liability Endorsement or equivalent if not included in the policy 
proper.   

· Contractual Liability   
· Products and Completed Operations   
· City of Mt. Pleasant named as "Additional Insured" 
 

c. Limits of liability for items b. above shall be not less than $1,000,000 per occurrence 
and/or aggregate, for personal injury, bodily injury and property. 

 
2. Hold Harmless 

i. To the fullest extent permitted by law, the licensee agrees to defend, pay in behalf 
of, and hold harmless the City of Mt. Pleasant, its elected and appointed officials, 
employees and volunteers, and others working in behalf of the City of Mt. Pleasant 
against any and all claims, demands, suits, losses, including all costs connected 
therewith, for any damages which may be asserted, claimed or recovered against or 
from the City of Mt. Pleasant, its elected and appointed officials, employees, 
volunteers or others working on behalf of the City of Mt. Pleasant, by reason of 
personal injury, including bodily injury and death; and/or property damage, including 
loss of use therefore which arises out of or is in any way connected or associated 
with this contract. 

 
 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE (GENERAL) 

1. If the licensee serves food and beverages within the licensed area, the licensed area and abutting 
public sidewalk shall be washed on an as-needed basis to ensure a clean, safe, and healthy 
environment.  

 
2. Smoking is not allowed in any outdoor areas such as patios or rooftops where patrons are 

intended to receive service or consume food, beverages, or both per Public Act 1998-0188 
(Michigan’s Smoke Free Air Law). 
 

3. A minimum 10 lb. ABC Fire Extinguisher shall be present for all outside cooking displays. (ie. 
grills, roasters, etc.)  Also someone shall remain present during the cooking process to avoid any 
injuries to by-standers. 

 
 
 

FOOD AND BEVERAGE (SPECIFIC TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SALES) 
1. The location of sidewalk cafes where alcohol is served shall be subject to the requirements of 
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the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  
 

2. Outdoor dining areas serving alcoholic beverages shall be continuously supervised by employees 
of the establishment. 
 

3. All alcoholic beverages to be served at sidewalk cafes shall be prepared within the existing 
restaurant, and alcoholic drinks shall only be served to patrons seated at tables or counters. The 
drinking of alcoholic beverages by a member of the public while a patron at a sidewalk cafe, 
within the confines of the sidewalk cafe area, shall not be construed as a violation of any 
ordinance controlling open containers in a public area. The operator of the sidewalk cafe shall 
take whatever steps are necessary to procure the appropriate license from the M.L.C.C., if he 
intends to serve alcoholic beverages in the sidewalk cafe area and shall comply with all other 
laws and regulations concerning the serving of alcoholic beverages in the State. 

 
4. Barriers.  All barriers used for outdoor cafes serving liquor shall also conform to Michigan Liquor 

Control Commission (M.L.C.C.) policies and requirements.   
 

5. A sign, one foot square, reading "No Food or Beverages Allowed Beyond Railing" shall be posted 
at a conspicuous location within the perimeter of outdoor cafes serving alcoholic beverages. 

 
 
CONVERTING PARKING SPACE(S) FOR TEMPORARY EVENT USE 

1. Should applicant wish to use parking spaces for temporary event use such as sidewalk sales, 
community, business, or other event(s) may due so with approval of the Downtown Development 
Director and Fire Marshall.   

 
2. Use of space(s) will be no longer than two weeks. 

 
3. Annual application fee may be waived or reduced based on City staff recommendation. 

 
 
CONVERTING PARKING SPACE(S) FOR PERMANENT OUTDOOR USE 

1. The petitioner shall bear all expenses associated with the removal of parking spaces, including 
preparation of engineering plans for the proposed work, drainage calculations, relocation of said 
parking spaces and utilities or street lights, etc.   

 
2. The merchant shall contribute $7,500 to the Downtown Development account for each permanent 

space eliminated in front of his/her property.   
 

3. The petitioner shall follow Department of Public Works permit process for the removal of any 
alterations of right-of-way associated with the applicant's proposed use.   

 
4. The licensee shall also be responsible for all costs incurred for alterations to existing sidewalk if 

necessary to accommodate the use of the sidewalk, and if so approved by the City.  All work in right-
of-way must have Department of Public Works permit. 
 

5. Licensees building a permanent structure to be utilized obtain a building permit to ensure local, state, 
and federal building codes are met.  

 
 



COMMISSION LETTER #076-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER APPROVAL OF SIDEWALK LICENSES FOR MIDORI, 
MARKET ON MAIN, RUBBLES AND CRÈME DE LA CRÈME 

 
The Downtown Sidewalk and Street Parking License Policy for Merchandise 

Displays, Food and Alcohol requires an annual application for businesses to obtain 
temporary licenses to use the sidewalks or parking spaces to display merchandise 

or situate outdoor seating.  As explained by Downtown Director Michelle Sponseller 
in the attached memo, we have received four applications in addition to the 

applications that were approved at the last meeting for Pleasant City Coffee and 
Max & Emily’s. Staff has reviewed the applications and is recommending approval 

of one patio license for Midori and three sidewalk licenses for Market on Main, 
Rubbles and Crème de la Crème.  

 
Recommended Motions: 

 
Sidewalk 

Move to approve sidewalk licenses for the 2015 season as recommended for Market 
on Main, Rubbles, and Crème de la Crème. 

 
Patio 

Move to approve the patio license for the 2015 season as recommended for Midori 
Sushi Restaurant. 

 

 
NJR/ap 
  



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Nancy Ridley, City Manager 
 
CC: Bill Mrdeza, Community Services Division Director 
 Downtown Development Board 
 
FROM: Michelle Sponseller, Downtown Development Director 
 
DATE: April 21, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Sidewalk License 2015 Applications – Midori, Rubbles, Market on Main and  
 Crème de la Crème  
 
BACKGROUND: 
The Sidewalk License Policy for Merchandise Displays, Food and Alcohol is designed to allow sidewalk 
merchandise displays, cafes or outdoor seating on public property in locations where they are determined to be 
appropriate by the City Commission. These general goals include, among others, the following specific purposes: 

 

(1)   To attract residents and non-residents to downtown Mt. Pleasant; 
(2)   To provide an additional way for retailers, restaurants, bar establishments, or other businesses 

within the Principal Shopping District / Central Business District to expand their operations; 
(3)   To promote sidewalks as useful and properly planned visual amenities; 
(4)   To provide adequate space for pedestrians on the sidewalk adjacent to sidewalk displays, cafes 

or outdoor seating and to insure access to adjacent commercial and retail uses; 
 
The City Commission may license City rights-of-way for merchandise displays, food and alcohol service.  Licenses are 
good from April 1 to October 30.  
 
PREVIOUS LICENSES 
The businesses listed below were granted licenses in 2014 for outdoor seating and have no changes to layout.  
These applications have received no complaints, been reviewed by staff and approval is recommended.  
 
Patio Seating Request: 
 

· Midori 
 

Outdoor Sidewalk Seating Request: 
· Rubbles 
· Market on Main 

 
NEW LICENSE REQUESTS 
At this time there is second request for new outdoor seating.  Staff from Public Safety, Public Works, Building 
Safety and Downtown Development have reviewed the applications and recommend approval.  
 
Sidewalk License: 
 

· Crème de la Crème   
 
REQUESTED ACTION: 
Review and consider approval of the above 2015 Sidewalk License requests.     
 



COMMISSION LETTER #077-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER RESIDENTIAL TRASH AND RECYCLING PICKUP 
EXCEPTION POLICY 

 
The City Commission postponed action on the proposed policy at the April 13 

meeting. The discussion at that time centered around what additional exceptions 
should be considered for individual property owners. 

 
The attached updated draft of the policy includes an additional exception for 

property owners on the first page (highlighted for your easy reference). This 
exception would allow consideration for the extenuating or hardship cases. It is our 

expectation that staff would very narrowly define what an extenuating 
circumstance or hardship is, recognizing the property owner has an appeal right to 

the City Commission. We believe in most cases it may be better for a larger group 
to consider the extent of extenuating circumstances and this would allow for that 

appeal capability. 
 

If we find there are a number of appeals that have similar characteristics the policy 
can be modified in the future to more clearly define the types of exceptions the 

Commission is comfortable with. We believe it is prudent to keep the exception 
policy fairly narrow in the beginning as starting out with a broad policy and trying 

to tighten it up later is much more difficult. 
 

The Commission also asked for estimated dollar figures for garage and fence 

modifications. Staff has looked at data and provides the following as estimates: 

 Installation of a standard door into the back or side of an existing garage-
approximately $500- $600 

 Installation of a gate in a standard chain link fence- approximately $200 

 Installation of a gate in a standard privacy fence- approximately $300 
 

We recommend the Commission approve the policy as currently drafted. 
 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to approve the Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy as 

presented.  
 

NJR/ap 



 

Residential Trash and Recycling 
Pickup Locations Policy 

 
Purpose: To provide an efficient method for residential curbside solid waste pickup that 
contributes to safe and clean neighborhoods. 
 
Objectives: 

· Provide clarity on pickup locations 
· Provide for a cost effective method for pickup 
· Allow for an exception process  

 
Policy: Residential curbside pickup of trash and recycling shall always occur on the 
street except for the alleys indicated in blue on the attached map. The “blue” alleys will 
have residential curbside pickup of trash and recycling in the alley unless an approved 
exception is granted. 
 
Exceptions 

1. Exception by block: If all property owners on one side of a block sign a petition 
as depicted in Appendix A, the DPW Director will approve a change in pickup 
location to the street side for that individual block.  
 
Once a petition is approved by the DPW Director, a letter will be sent to all 
property owners advising them of the change in pickup location and the 
effective date. The street side pickup must stay in place for at least one calendar 
year. 
 

2. Exception by individual property: A property owner with undue hardship or 
unusual circumstances may apply for an exception for pickup on the street side 
utilizing the form depicted in Appendix B. Undue hardship or unusual 
circumstance is defined as: 

a. Property has no legal access to the alley due to prior land splits/changes. 
b. Property owner has a documented physical or medical need that makes 

alley pickup dangerous or impossible for the owner. 
c. Property owner demonstrates that there are exceptional or extraordinary 

circumstances of the property that do not generally apply to other 
properties on the blue alley.  

 
Once an exception is approved by the DPW Director, a letter will be sent to the 
property owner advising them of the change in pickup location and the 
effective date. The street side pickup must stay in place for at least one calendar 
year.  
 
If the request is denied, the property owner may appeal to the City Commission 
for reconsideration. The appeal will be placed on the next available City 
Commission agenda. The decision of the City Commission is final. 
 

3. Exception for opposite side of street: An exception can be granted to place solid 
waste on another property if street side pickup occurs on the opposite side of 



 

the street and the two property owners agree to allow for placement of trash 
and recycling on the other’s property utilizing the form depicted in Appendix C. 
 
Once the agreement is approved by the DPW Director, a letter will be sent to 
both property owners advising them of the change and the effective date. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: April 22, 2015 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Appendix A 
Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup 

Petition by Block 
 

The undersigned property owners on _________________Street between _____________  
 
and ______________hereby request that residential pickup for trash and  
 
recycling be moved to the street side. 
 
Printed Name Property Address  Signature   Date  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be completed by DPW Staff: 
Property owners from entire block have signed?    Yes     No 
If no, petition returned to circulator 
If yes, letters mailed to all property owners notifying of change in location effective 
____________________. 
 
 
 
Date: __________________  DPW Director_____________________________________ 
  



 

Appendix B 
Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup 

Exception Based on Unusual Circumstances or Undue Hardship 
 

I ___________________________own property at _____________________________________ in  
 
the City and request an exception to the alley pickup location because 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ___________  Signature: ____________________________________ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To be completed by DPW Staff: 
Exception reason requested is allowed by policy?    Yes     No 
If no, letter sent notifying property owner of denial and option for appeal. 
If yes, letter mailed to property owner notifying of change in location effective  
 
____________________. 
 
 
 
Date: __________________  DPW Director____________________________________ 



 

Appendix C 
Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup 

Exception to Pick Up on Other Side of Street 
 
 

I ____________________ own property at _________________________ in the City and  
 
request that my residential trash and recycling be picked up across the street from my 
 
residence and have obtained approval from the property owner across the street as  
 
verified below. 
 
 
Date: ___________  Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
I ____________________ own property at _________________________ in the City and  
 
have residential trash and recycling picked up on the street side of my residence. By  
 
signing below, I confirm that I authorize __________________ of ____________________ 
 
to place their residential trash and recycling on my property for pickup on the  
 
appropriate pickup day. 
 
 
Date: ___________  Signature: ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
To be completed by DPW Staff: 
Agreement signed by current property owners who live across from each other and the 
second property owner is a street side pickup location?    Yes     No 
If no, return agreement to first owner notifying of denial 
If yes, letter mailed to both property owners notifying change in location effective  
 
____________________. 
 
 
 
Date: __________________  DPW Director____________________________________ 
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COMMISSION LETTER #078-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION FROM THE PROPERTY COMMITTEE 
TO ACCEPT THE ASSIGNMENT OF THE LAND CONTRACT FROM MT. 

PLEASANT PUBLIC SCHOOLS TO GRATIOT ISABELLA RESD FOR 
SITES IN EASTPOINTE IV 

 
As indicated in the attached memo, we are recommending the City Commission 

authorize the assignment of an existing land contract from the Mt. Pleasant Public 
Schools to the Gratiot Isabella RESD. 

 
This land contract allows for the purchase of three remaining sites which the 

technical center students will build houses on. As the memo indicates, the City 
Commission must authorize the assignment of this land contract and the Property 

Committee recommends this change.  
 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to authorize the assignment of the land contract for the remaining sites in 

Eastpointe IV from the Mt. Pleasant Public Schools to the Gratiot Isabella RESD. 
 

 
NJR/ap 
  



 MEMO 

DATE: 03/24/2015 

TO: NANCY RIDLEY 

FROM:  PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

RE: MT PLEASANT PUBLIC SCHOOL LAND CONTRACT ASSIGNMENT 

On July 23, 2007 the City entered into a land contract with Mt. Pleasant Public Schools for the 
purchase of five sites in Eastpointe IV subdivision over the next five years for $32,000.  The land 
contract was extended in 2011, 2012 and 2014.  To date the school has purchased two sites for the 
vocational students to build homes on.  The revised land contract requires a site to be purchased in 
2014 and each year thereafter.   With the approval of the Gratiot Isabella Regional Education Service 
District (RESD) Vocational Millage in November 2013, the oversight of the building trade’s class 
that builds on these lots was transferred to the RESD.  The RESD Board would like to assume the 
land contract terms.  Section 8 of the land contract provides that the purchaser may assign the land 
contract so long as it “shall not result in waste or other impairment of the seller’s security in the 
premises or the probability of default on behalf of the purchaser”.  The assignment of the land 
contract should not do either of these.  The RESD board has approved the purchase of two sites 
upon assignment of the land contract and the remaining site by September 2016.  The RESD expects 
students to begin construction of a new home in the fall of 2015. 

Therefore the Property Committee recommends the City accept the assignment of the land 
contract from Mt. Pleasant Public Schools to Gratiot Isabella RESD.  The City Attorney has 
prepared the attached document for the school and RESD to execute.  



ASSIGNMENT OF LAND CONTRACT 

Mt. Pleasant Public Schools, a Michigan municipal corporation, whose address is 720 
North Kinney, Mt. Pleasant, Michigan 48858 ("Assignor"), for good and valuable consideration, 
the receipt and sufficiency of which is acknowledged, hereby transfers and assigns to Gratiot
Isabella Regional Education Services District a/k/a Gratiot-Isabella RESD, of 1131 E. 
Center St., P.O. Box 310, Ithaca, MI 48847 ("Assignee"), all of its right, title and interest as 
Purchaser in and to that certain Land Contract dated July 23, 2007 and evidenced by that certain 
Memorandum of Land Contract dated July 23, 2007 and recorded at Liber 1403, Page 456, 
Isabella County Records, as amended by that certain (i) Amendment to Land Contract dated June 
28, 2011, (ii) Second Amendment to Land Contract dated September 10, 2012, and (iii) Third 
Amendment to Land Contract dated February 19, 2014 (collectively, the "Land Contract"), for 
the purchase of certain property more particularly described on attached Exhibit A. 

Assignee agrees to assume and perform the Purchaser's obligations under the Land 
Contract from and after the date of this Assignment and to indemnify Assignor against and hold 
it harmless from any liability that may accrue as a result of Assignee's failure to do so. 

[remainder of page intentionally left blank; signature page follows] 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned have executed this Assignment of Land 
Contract effective as of this __ day of March, 2015 

ASSIGNOR: 

MT. PLEASANT PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
a Michigan municipal corporation 

By: ----------
Name: ________ _ 
Its: Superintendent 

ASSIGNEE: 

This document was acknowledged before me on 
March _, 2015, by , the 
Superintendent of the Mt. Pleasant Public Schools, 
a Michigan municipal corporation, who are both 
personal! y known to me, on its behalf. 

Name: _________ _ 
Notary Public, Isabella County, Michigan 
Acting in Isabella County, Michigan 
My commission expires: ______ _ 

GRATIOT-ISABELLA REGIONAL STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF ISABELLA EDUCATION SERVICES DISTRICT 

A/KA GRATIOT-ISABELLA RESD 

By: ___________ _ 
Name: __________ _ 
Its: ____________ _ 

PREPARED BY AND WHEN RECORDED 
RETURN TO: 
Ryan Mitchell 
Dickinson Wright, PLLC 
200 Ottawa Ave NW 
Suite 1000 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
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This document was acknowledged before me 
on March_, 2015, by ______ _ 
the of Gratiot-Isabella 
Regional Education Services District a/k/a 
Gratiot-Isabella RESD, who are both 
personally known to me, on its behalf. 

Name: _________ _ 
Notary Public, Isabella County, Michigan 
Acting in Isabella County, Michigan 
My commission expires:. ______ _ 



Exhibit A 

Legal Description 

UNITS 8, 9 AND 10, INCLUSIVE, OF EASTPOINTE IV SITE CONDOMINIUM, 
ACCORDING TO THE MASTER DEED RECORDED IN UBER 1377, PAGES 778-818 
INCLUSIVE, AND DESIGNATED AS ISABELLA COUNTY SUBDIVISION PLAN NO. 51, 
WITH RIGHTS IN GENERAL COMMON ELEMENTS AND LIMITED COMMON 
ELEMENTS AS SET FORTH IN SAID MASTER DEED AS AMENDED AND AS 
DESCRIBED IN ACT 59 OF PUBLIC ACTS OF MICHIGAN OF 1978, AS AMENDED, 
CITY OF MT. PLEASANT, ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Tax Parcel Nos: 17-000-006160-08; 17-000-006160-09; and 17-000-006160-10 

3 
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COMMISSION LETTER #079-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AMENDED LANGUAGE OF 
ARTICLE XIV, SECTION 5 OF THE CITY CHARTER AND SUBMIT FOR 

PLACEMENT ON THE NOVEMBER BALLOT 
 

The attached memo from City Clerk Jeremy Howard provides a recommendation 
from the Charter Committee to place a charter amendment on the November, 2015 

ballot.  This recommendation changes the number of terms that an appointed 
member can serve on a City board or commission to 4 consecutive terms instead of 

2 as allowed in the current Charter.  This change is recommended so that the City 
Commission, who makes the appointments to the boards and commissions, has the 

ability to re-appoint individuals who have provided quality service so that they 
may serve for a longer period of time.  Due to what appears to be increasingly 

busier lives as well as less interest in volunteering for local boards and commissions, 
this would allow for the continuation of quality volunteers.   

 
A similar, but different ballot proposal appeared on the November 2012 ballot.  

The 2012 proposal, which failed, would have allowed unlimited terms.  This 
recommendation still provides a limit on the number of terms an individual can be 

appointed but increases the number.   
 

It is recommended that the City Commission accept the recommendation of the 
Charter Committee and pass the resolution as drafted so that the wording can be 

provided to the Governor and Attorney General in time to allow for placement on 

the November, 2015 ballot.    
 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to approve the resolution as presented to submit ballot language for the 

November, 2015 ballot. 
 

 
NJR/ap 
  



                  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
MEMO TO:  Nancy Ridley 

FROM:  Jeremy Howard  
                   
DATE:  April 27, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Charter Amendment 

 
The Charter Committee has discussed and is recommending one charter amendment to be 
placed on the 2015 November ballot.  Attached you will find a memo from the Charter 
Committee outlining their recommendation.  In order for the amendments to be placed on the 
November ballot, the City Commission must pass a resolution to approve and submit the 
language proposed for amendment.  The draft resolution is attached as well.    
 
I recommend the City Commission consider approval of this resolution at their April 27, 2015 
meeting so there is ample time to acquire the appropriate State approvals from the Attorney 
General and Governor prior to the August 11, 2015 deadline required for November ballot 
proposals. 
 



                   

 
MEMO TO:  Nancy Ridley 
                    City Commission 

FROM:  Charter Committee 

DATE:  April 27, 2015 

SUBJECT:  Charter Committee Recommendation 

 
The Charter Committee has discussed and is recommending one change to the City of Mt. 
Pleasant Charter. 
 
Committee members are:  Commissioner Joslin, Commissioner Kulick, Commissioner Ling, 
City Clerk Howard. 
 
The committee discussed amending part of City Charter Article XIV, Section 5.  Amended 
language was drafted as follows (language to be added in bold and removed in strikeout): 
 

The appointed members of any City agency, board, or committee, other than the 
Principal Shopping District Board (also known as the "Downtown Development 
Board"), shall be qualified electors of the City and shall, insofar as is possible, be 
representative of the entire City.  The appointed members of the Principal Shopping 
District Board (also known as the "Downtown Development Board") shall meet the 
requirements of the applicable state law including that one member of the board shall 
be from the adjacent residential area, one member shall be a representative of the 
local governmental unit, and a majority of the members shall be nominees of individual 
businesses located within the principal shopping district.  Before an appointed position 
is filled, notice of the vacancy shall be published at least two (2) times in a local 
newspaper of general circulation in the City.  This notice shall state the nature of the 
vacancy, the term of office, the function of the agency, board, or committee for which 
the vacancy exists, and that any qualified elector of the City may submit names, 
including his or her own name, for consideration in the filling of the vacancy.  No 
appointed member of any City agency, board or committee shall serve on the same 
body for more than two (2) four (4) consecutive terms. 
 

The committee has reviewed the new language and is recommending to the City 
Commission that it be placed on the November, 2015 ballot. 

 



 
 

CITY OF MOUNT PLEASANT 
ISABELLA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

 
 

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND SUBMIT THE LANGUAGE OF THE 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE XIV, SECTION 5 OF THE CHARTER 

OF THE CITY OF MOUNT PLEASANT, MICHIGAN 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Mount Pleasant, Isabella County, 
Michigan, held in the City Hall, 320 West Broadway, Mount Pleasant, Michigan 48858 on April 27, 2015 at 
7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:  
 
ABSENT:  
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Commissioner     and 
supported by Commissioner    . 
 
WHEREAS, Act No. 279 of the Public Acts of 1909, as amended (“Act 279”), provides that a home rule city 
may amend its charter in accordance with the provisions of Act 279; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Commission believes that it is in the best interests of the City to amend the City Charter 
to revise the requirement that appointed members of any City agency, board or committee may serve on the 
same body for not more than two (2) consecutive terms; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the qualified electors of the City to vote on the proposed amendment to City 
Charter Article XIV, Section 5 and 
 
WHEREAS, Section 21 of Act 279 requires that the form in which proposed amendments to the City Charter 
shall be submitted on the ballot shall be determined by resolution of the City Commission. 
 
NOW THEREFORE it is resolved that: 
 
1. The City Commission, by a 3/5 vote of its members, proposes that Article XIV, Section 5 of the City 

Charter be amended to read as follows: 
 

Article XIV 
Sec. 5 Members of Various Boards; Qualification; Notices. 
 
The appointed members of any City agency, board, or committee, other than the Principal Shopping 
District Board (also known as the "Downtown Development Board"), shall be qualified electors of the 
City and shall, insofar as is possible, be representative of the entire City.  The appointed members of 
the Principal Shopping District Board (also known as the "Downtown Development Board") shall 
meet the requirements of the applicable state law including that one member of the board shall be 
from the adjacent residential area, one member shall be a representative of the local governmental 
unit, and a majority of the members shall be nominees of individual businesses located within the 
principal shopping district.  Before an appointed position is filled, notice of the vacancy shall be 
published at least two (2) times in a local newspaper of general circulation in the City.  This notice 
shall state the nature of the vacancy, the term of office, the function of the agency, board, or 
committee for which the vacancy exists, and that any qualified elector of the City may submit names, 
including his or her own name, for consideration in the filling of the vacancy. No appointed member 
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of any City agency, board or committee shall serve on the same body for more than four (4) 
consecutive terms. 
 

2. The proposed Charter amendment referenced in this Resolution shall be placed on the ballot in the 
following form, with a provision for voting “yes” or “no” for its adoption: 

 
MOUNT PLEASANT CITY CHARTER AMENDMENT TO REVISE TERM LIMITS 

FOR APPOINTED MEMBERS OF CITY AGENCIES, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 
Shall Article XIV, Section 5 of the City Charter be amended to provide that no appointed member of any 
City agency, board or committee shall serve on the same body for more than four (4) consecutive terms? 
 
This amendment is proposed for the purpose of revising the City Charter requirements that appointed 
members of any City agency, board or committee may serve on the same body for not more than two (2) 
consecutive terms. 
 

3. The foregoing ballot language and proposed Charter Amendment referenced in this Resolution shall be 
submitted to the electors, the Governor of the state of Michigan and the Attorney General of the state of 
Michigan as required by law. 

 
4. A certified copy of this resolution shall be submitted to the Governor of the state of Michigan for his 

approval or disapproval of this amendment, and to the Attorney General, for his review of the proposed 
ballot language. 

 
5. The foregoing Charter amendment shall be submitted to the electors for their adoption or rejection at an 

election to be held on November 3, 2015, or such date to which this election may be rescheduled. 
 
6. The City Clerk shall give notice of such election as required by law.  The notice shall include the proposed 

amendment to the City Charter in full with the existing Charter provisions which would be altered or 
abrogated.  The clerk shall also post the amendment as required by law. 

 
7. The City Manager, City Clerk, and City attorneys are authorized and directed to take any and all actions 

needed to seek voter approval of this Charter amendment. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City Commission. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:  
 
 Nays:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 

      
Jim Holton, Mayor 
 
 
      
Jeremy Howard, City Clerk 

 
 



COMMISSION LETTER #080-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER PRESTON STREET COST SHARING MOU WITH CENTRAL 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 

 
Department of Public Works Director John Zang has been working with CMU staff 

on a lighting upgrade that CMU is interested in on Preston Street between 
Washington and East Campus Drive. CMU would like to complete a project this 

summer that would remove the Consumers Energy owned streetlights and replace 
them with new LED light fixtures. The new poles would be placed on the campus 

side of the sidewalk and have enough illumination to light the sidewalk and the 
street appropriately. CMU is willing to pay the full cost of the installation and 

ongoing maintenance of the poles. The electrical bill would be split equally 
between the City and CMU. 

 
We are supportive of this change which will improve the appearance in that section 

of campus as well as help address pedestrian and traffic safety along that stretch 
of the street. Additionally, the LED lighting will reduce ongoing electric charges. 

 
We recommend the City Commission authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign a 

memorandum of understanding with CMU in a form similar to the attached 
agreement. The final agreement will be reviewed by the City Attorney before it is 

signed. 
 

There are a number of other City Streets near CMU’s campus where the streetlight 

costs are shared between the City and CMU. It would be beneficial at some point 
to have a comprehensive agreement that outlines all of those agreements in one 

document. We will work toward that comprehensive agreement for street lighting 
but in order to get this project completed this summer, we recommend the 

Commission approve this Memorandum of Understanding for Preston Street. 
 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to authorize the Mayor and City Clerk to sign a Memorandum of Understanding 

with Central Michigan University on Preston Street lighting. 
 

 
NJR/ap 



PRESTON STREET COST SHARING MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
This Preston Street Cost Sharing Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) is made as of   
 , 2015, between the City of Mt. Pleasant, a Michigan municipal corporation of 320 West 
Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (the “City”) and the Central Michigan University Board of Trustees, a 
Michigan public university, established under Article VIII, Sections 4 and 6 of the Michigan Constitution of 
1963, with its principal address at 1200 South Franklin Street, Mount Pleasant, MI 48859 (“CMU”). 

RECITALS 

A. Preston Street is a city right-of-way.  

B. CMU desires to modify the Preston Street roadway lighting between Washington Street and East 
Campus Drive in accordance with the Preston Street lighting modification proposal attached as Exhibit A 
(the “Street Lighting Project”).  

C. The parties also desire to share utility costs for Preston Street.  

D. The Preston lighting modifications and utility cost sharing will create a substantial public benefit by 
reducing utility and maintenance costs, increasing pedestrian and traffic safety, and improving the 
appearance of the City and CMU campus.  

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In exchange for the consideration in and referred to by this MOU, the parties agree as follows: 

1. Street Lighting Project.  CMU shall present plans, specifications, and a timeline for completion to the 
City for the work for the Street Lighting Project for the City’s reasonable review and approval.  Upon the 
City’s written approval of the plans, specifications, and timeline, CMU, without cost to the City, shall cause 
the work for the Street Lighting Project to be performed in accordance with the approved timeline, and 
plans and specifications, which include but are not limited to performance of the following duties:  

 Removing the Preston Street light poles owned by Consumers Energy currently in place on the street 
side of the sidewalk and replacing such poles with 24 foot high light poles and LED fixtures placed on the 
campus side of the sidewalk with 120 foot spacing between poles.   

 CMU may contract with or otherwise work with other entities, including the City’s Department of 
Public Works, to satisfy its obligations under this paragraph. CMU warrants that it will obtain all necessary 
permission from Consumers Energy to remove the light poles currently in place.  

3.  Street Lighting Project Cost.  CMU shall pay all costs related to the Street Lighting Project and 
continued maintenance costs of the project.  

4. Inspection.  The City shall have the right, but no obligation, to inspect the Street Lighting Project to 
ensure the Street Lighting Project is performed in accordance with the agreed upon timeline, plans, and 
specifications.  

5. Utility Cost Sharing.  The Parties shall each pay 50% of the Preston Street light electric bill. CMU 
shall pay the aforementioned light electric bills directly to the provider and shall invoice the City for its 
portion of the light electric bill assumed pursuant to this Paragraph. The system for establishing the rates 
for the electric costs assumed pursuant to this Paragraph, approved by the parties, is attached as Exhibit 
B.   

6. Term.  This MOU shall remain in effect until either party terminates by providing the other party with 1 
year’s advance written notification.  

7. Assignment Prohibited.  Except as provided herein, neither party may assign this MOU or its rights, 
privileges, duties or obligations without the other’s prior written consent. 

8. Miscellaneous.  This MOU represents the entire agreement between the parties regarding its subject 
matter.  The MOU may not be modified or amended except in writing.  The Recitals are an integral part of 
the MOU. 

The parties signed this MOU on the date first stated above. 



CITY OF MOUNT PLEASANT 

 

By:       
 Jim Holton, Mayor 
 

By:       
 Jeremy Howard, Clerk 

 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 
 
 
By:       
     George E. Ross, President 
 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EXHIBIT A 

Preston Street Lighting Modification Proposal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
EXHIBIT B 

Approved Utility Cost Sharing Rates 
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COMMISSION LETTER #081-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: CONSIDER COMMERCIAL FRANCHISE AGREEMENT FOR UTILITY USE 
 

The City and the Charter Township of Union have used a standard franchise 
agreement for residential utility hook-ups since 1991 when the comprehensive 

agreement was signed between the two parties. As the attached memo from DPW 
Director John Zang indicates, we have received a franchise request from a 

commercial property owner. Mr. Zang has worked with Township staff and the City 
Attorney to draft a standard franchise type agreement for commercial properties. 

We are recommending the City Commission approve the draft franchise agreement 
as attached, but allow staff and the City Attorney to make small modifications to it, 

if needed, based on the Township Board’s input. The Township Board will be 
considering the template agreement at a future meeting.  

 
Recommended Motion: 

Move to approve the Standard Commercial Property Utility Service and Franchise 
Agreement as presented and authorize the City Attorney to make minor adjustments as 

needed based on the Township Board input. 
 

 
NJR/ap 
  



THE CITY OF 

 MT. PLEASANT, MICHIGAN 
 

CITY HALL 
320 W. Broadway • 48858-2447 

(989) 779-5300 
(989) 773-4691 fax 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
804 E. High • 48858-3595 

(989) 779-5100 
(989) 773-4020 fax 

PUBLIC WORKS 
1303 N. Franklin • 48858-4682 

(989) 779-5400 
(989) 772-6250 fax 

  

 

 

 

 

To: Nancy Ridley, City Manager Date: 4/23/2015 
 
From: John Zang, Director DPW 
 
Subject:  Approve Language in Commercial Franchise Agreement  
 
The City Commission is requested to approve franchise agreement language to allow 
sanitary sewer and water access to commercial developments and buildings, which were 
not previously included in the Charter Township of Union and City of Mt. Pleasant 
franchise agreement. Union Township will continue to control building inspections and 
permits for all developments in the Township, but the additional language will state that the 
Township will allow commercial developments and businesses access to City water and 
sanitary sewer utilities when none are available by the Township.  The City will be 
obligated to disconnect at such time as the Township installs piping in the area to make 
Township utilities available to the commercial developments or business served by the 
franchise agreement.   
 
This Commercial Property Utility Service Franchise Agreement coordinates with the 
December 12, 1991 agreement between Charter Township and the City.  It supplements 
the residential franchise agreement already in place and provides protections for both the 
Township and City.  The previous agreement was a resolution to two lawsuits and was 
approved by the elected governing body of each governmental entity.  Because this 
document will be an addition to a previous agreement, the new franchise agreement must 
be approved by both entities.  
 
Currently, there is a developer interested in opening a new business in the Township that 
requires both sanitary sewer and water services.  These services are not currently 
available in the Township in this location.  In an effort to accommodate the developer, the 
Commission is requested to authorize staff the authority to complete discussions and enter 
into an agreement with the Township that will allow commercial development to connect to 
City utilities. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



DW DRAFT 4.21.15 

- 1 - 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY UTILITY SERVICE AND FRANCHISE AGREEMENT 

This Commercial Property Utility Service and Franchise Agreement (the “Agreement”) is made as of  
  , 2015, between the City of Mt. Pleasant, a Michigan municipal corporation with a 
principal address of 320 West Broadway, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (the “City”), 
_____________________________________________, a ________________________________ with 
a principal address of ____________________________ (the “Developer”) and, with respect to 
paragraphs 8, 9, and 10, the Charter Township of Union, a Michigan municipal corporation with a 
principal address of 2010 S. Lincoln Road, Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 (the “Township”). 

RECITALS 

A. The Developer owns real property in the Township, as legally described on the attached Exhibit A 
(the “Property”).  

B. The Developer plans to develop the Property for a commercial use and, because Township water and 
sewer services are unavailable in the area where the Property is located, has requested City water and 
sewer services. 

C. The City is amenable to accommodating the Developer’s request, and the Township is amendable to 
granting the City a revocable franchise and consent to provide the requested services, in accordance with 
the terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In exchange for the consideration in and referred to by this Agreement, the parties agree: 

1. Proposed Improvements.  A description of the improvements that the Developer proposes to 
construct and install relating to the provision of City water and sewer service (including any lines, pipes, 
pumps, valves, chambers and related appurtenances needed to connect to and receive service from the 
City’s water and sewer systems) is attached as Exhibit B (the “Improvements”).  The Developer shall 
construct and install the Improvements in accordance with Exhibit B, and shall not modify the 
Improvements or construct and install additional Improvements without the prior written approval of the 
City’s Director of Public Works. 

2. Construction.  In constructing and installing the Improvements, the Developer shall comply with all 
applicable City ordinances and construction standards, applicable state and federal laws, rules and 
regulations, and applicable permits, and other approvals.  Upon completion of construction and the City’s 
inspection and approval, the Developer shall submit “as built” drawings to the City’s Department of Public 
Works illustrating the location of the Improvements as constructed.   

3. Connection.  The City shall connect the Developer to the City’s water and sewer systems upon 
completion of the Improvements and payment of all applicable fees and charges in accordance with 
applicable City ordinances, resolutions, rules, regulations and policies in effect on the date of this 
Agreement. 

4. Ownership and Maintenance.  The Developer shall retain ownership of the Improvements and shall 
be solely responsible for maintaining the Improvements and ensuring their proper function. 

5. Compliance with City Ordinances.  The Developer’s use of the City’s water and sewer systems is 
conditional upon compliance with the City’s Municipal Sewer Use Ordinance and all other applicable City 
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ordinances, rules, regulations, and policies pertaining to use of the water and sewer systems, as well as 
applicable state and federal laws, rules and regulations, and applicable permits, certifications and 
approvals (the “Applicable Regulations”).  The City shall have the right to inspect the Property in the same 
manner as for properties receiving water and sewer services within the jurisdictional boundaries of the 
City, and may discontinue water and sewer service to the Property for any violation of the Applicable 
Regulations. 

6. Rates, Fees, and Charges.  The City shall charge and the Developer shall timely pay (i.e. before the 
date on which payment can be made without penalties or interest) all rates, fees and charges provided in 
the Applicable Regulations, which shall be a lien on the Property and shall be collected as provided by 
law. 

7. Service Interruptions.  The City cannot guarantee uninterrupted water and sewer services to the 
Property.  Indeed, periodic interruptions may occur.  This Agreement does not provide the Developer any 
rights to continuous water or sewer services or any cause of action for damages as a result of any 
periodic interruption.   

8. Township Ordinances.  The Township shall retain jurisdiction to enforce its zoning ordinance, the 
Michigan Construction Code, and all other Township ordinances on the Property.  

9. Township’s Franchise and Consent.  This Agreement serves as the Township’s consent and 
revocable franchise for the City to use the Township’s public rights-of-way and to provide water and 
sewer services to the Property, as required by Article VII, Section 26 of the Michigan Constitution of 1963.  
Because this Agreement pertains to the provision of water and sewer services to commercial rather than 
residential property, it need not be in the form provided in the Comprehensive Agreement between the 
Charter Township of Union and the City of Mt. Pleasant, which the parties agreed to on December 12, 
1991.  

10. Loss Payment (Indemnification).  The Developer shall hold the City and the Township (defined for 
purposes of this paragraph to include their respective officers and employees) harmless from, defend 
them against (with legal counsel reasonably acceptable to them), and pay for any loss paid or owed by 
them arising from the Developer’s use, construction, or installation of the Improvements.  “Loss” means a 
monetary amount paid or owed for any reason, including for example: judgments, settlements, fines, 
replacement costs, staff compensation, decreases in property value, and expenses incurred in defending 
a legal claim.  

11. Termination.  This Agreement may be terminated as follows: 

a. The Developer may terminate this Agreement at any time, and upon such termination the City 
may immediately discontinue water and sewer services to the Property. 

b. The City may terminate this Agreement if the Developer violates the Applicable Regulations. 

12. Successors and Assigns.  The terms of this Agreement shall be binding upon the parties’ successors 
and assigns. 

13. Miscellaneous.  This Agreement constitutes the entire Agreement among the parties.  No oral or 
written prior or contemporaneous agreement shall have any force or effect nor shall any subsequent 
agreements have any force or effect unless made in writing and signed by the parties.  The captions of 
this Agreement shall not be considered as part of this Agreement but shall be considered as descriptive 
only.  The recitals however are an integral part of this Agreement.    

The parties have caused this Agreement to be executed as of the date first written above. 
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CITY OF MT. PLEASANT 
 

By:       
 Jim Holton, Mayor 
 
 
By:       
 Jeremy Howard, Clerk 

 STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF ISABELLA 

On _______, 2015, Jim Holton and Jeremy 
Howard, personally known to me as the Mayor and 
Clerk of the City of Mt. Pleasant, appeared before 
me and acknowledged their signatures on this 
document. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Notary Public, _____________ County, Michigan 
My Commission expires:____________________ 
Acting in Isabella County, Michigan 
 

 
[INSERT DEVELOPER’S NAME] 
 
 
By:        
  
Its:        

  
STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF ________________ 

On ________________, 2015, appeared before 
me, presented a valid photograph identification, and 
acknowledged signature on this document. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Notary Public, _____________ County, Michigan 
My Commission expires:____________________ 
Acting in ______________ County, Michigan 

 

ACCEPTED WITH  
RESPECT TO PARAGRAPHS 8, 9, AND 10: 
 
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 
 
 
By:       
 Russ Alwood, Supervisor 
 
By:       
 Margie Henry, Clerk 
 

 

 

 STATE OF MICHIGAN 
COUNTY OF ISABELLA 

On _______, 2015, Russ Alwood and Margie 
Henry, personally known to me as the Supervisor 
and Clerk of the Charter Township of Union, 
appeared before me and acknowledged their 
signatures on this document. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
Notary Public, _____________ County, Michigan 
My Commission expires:____________________ 
Acting in Isabella County, Michigan 

Exempt from transfer taxes because this document does not convey any interest in any real property 

Prepared by: 
Scott G. Smith 
Dickinson Wright PLLC 
200 Ottawa Ave. NW, Suite 1000 
Grand Rapids, MI  49503 

 When recorded return to: 
Jeremy Howard, City Clerk 
City of Mt. Pleasant 
320 West Broadway,  
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
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Exhibit A 
Property Description 
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Exhibit B 
Improvements 
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COMMISSION LETTER #082-15 

MEETING DATE:  APRIL 27, 2015 
 

TO: MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION APRIL 22, 2015 
  

FROM: NANCY RIDLEY, CITY MANAGER 
 

SUBJECT: RECEIVE AND DISCUSS RECOMMENDED AGENDA TEMPLATE 
CHANGE 

 
During the special meeting in February, there was discussion about making 

modifications to the standard format of the City Commission agenda. These changes 
were intended to bring clarity to available processes for adding or deleting items 

on current or future agendas, as well as keeping track of pending items. 
 

A new template is attached for your discussion.  After the discussion at the April 27 
meeting, the template can be updated and then a resolution can be prepared for a 

future meeting to formally approve a new format template as outlined in Chapter 
30 of the Code of Ordinances. 

 
The first highlighted change merely clarifies the section can be used to either add or 

delete items from the agenda.   
 

The second highlighted change would allow for a report from the City Manager on 
any items that have been postponed at a prior meeting or items the City 

Commission has asked staff to prepare for consideration that aren’t ready for 
action. I would envision that this report would list those pending items with a short 

status report of expected timeline. 
 

The third highlighted change would be to include new business as part of the 

announcements.  This section would allow for City Commissioners to bring up items 
that they believe need investigation, research or to be placed on a future agenda 

and/or a work session.  This section would allow a Commissioner to bring the issue 
up, have general discussion regarding it and then determine if there is general 

agreement to move forward.   
 

The last item discussed was documenting any direction or general agreements made 
during work sessions. Since the public does not expect action to be taken during a 

work session, it would not be appropriate to vote. When direction is given during 
the work session it could summarized in the minutes if the Commission would like it to 

be reflected in the formal record.  
 



 

During the April 27 meeting I would anticipate discussion about whether these 
changes accomplish what the Commission desired during the February meeting. 

Once you arrive at some general agreement as to what the template should look 
like we can recommend the appropriate resolution at a future meeting for formal 

approval. 
 

Recommended Motion:  
No action is recommended, merely discussion at the April 27 meeting. 

 
 

NJR/ap 
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ALL INTERESTED PERSONS MAY ATTEND AND PARTICIPATE.  PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES WHO NEED ASSISTANCE TO PARTICIPATE 
MAY CALL THE HUMAN RESOURCES OFFICE AT 779-5313.  A 48-HOUR ADVANCE NOTICE IS NECESSARY FOR 
ACCOMMODATION.  HEARING IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS MAY CONTACT THE CITY VIA THE MICHIGAN RELAY CENTER FOR SPEECH & 
HEARING IMPAIRED: 1-800-649-3777. 

Regular Meeting of the City Commission 
Day, Month, Date, 2015 

7:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
ROLL CALL: 
 
PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS:  
 
ADDITIONS/ DELETIONS TO AGENDA: 
 
PUBLIC INPUT ON AGENDA ITEMS:  
 
RECEIPT OF PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS:   
 

1. City Manager report on pending items 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR: DESIGNATED (*) ITEMS 
 
CITY COMMISSION MINUTES: 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS: 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS AND REPORTS: 

 
2. Bids and Quotations 

a.  
 
3. Approval of payrolls and warrants. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ON CITY-RELATED ISSUES AND NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA AND NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 
 
RECESS: 
 
WORK SESSION:  
 
CLOSED SESSION: 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 

* 



04/16/2015                                    CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF MT PLEASANT                                               
                                              CHECK DATE FROM 04/03/2015 - 04/16/2015                                              

Check Date Bank Vendor Vendor Name Description Amount

Bank COMM COMMON CASH
04/08/2015 COMM CITP/R CITY TREASURER-PAYROLL FUND REG PAY #08 - 04/10/15 317,730.30
04/16/2015 COMM 21CENT 21ST CENTURY MEDIA - MICHIGAN PUBLICATIONS - 03/01-03/31/15 2,728.33
04/16/2015 COMM ABCFAS ABC FASTENER GROUP, INC MISC PARTS 115.00
04/16/2015 COMM AIRGRE AIRGAS USA, LLC SUPPLIES 139.60 V
04/16/2015 COMM ALECHE ALEXANDER CHEMICAL CORPORATION SODIUM HYDROXIDE 5,959.13
04/16/2015 COMM AMLEGL AMERICAN LEGAL MARCH 2015 S-33 607.95
04/16/2015 COMM ARRUNI ARROW UNIFORM RENTAL UNIFORM/SERVICE 32.41
04/16/2015 COMM ASTRO ASTRO WOOD STAKE, INC HUB STAKES 632.15
04/16/2015 COMM ATIGRO ATI GROUP CONTRACT SERVICE 6,507.07
04/16/2015 COMM AXIWIR AXIOM WIRING SERVICE, LLC CONTRACT SERVICE 1,844.80
04/16/2015 COMM BAYVAL BAY VALLEY OIL POLICE CAR WASHES - 03/31/15 335.00
04/16/2015 COMM BENCON BENEFIT CONSULTING GROUP, INC. ADMIN FEE - MARCH 2015 390.00
04/16/2015 COMM BIGRAP BIG RAPIDS DPS ARMOR VEST 500.00
04/16/2015 COMM BILCUS BILL'S CUSTOM FAB, INC SERVICE 437.95
04/16/2015 COMM BOYMAR MARIE BOYLL SOFTBALL UMPIRE FEES 130.00
04/16/2015 COMM UBREFUND IEI-TIDEWATER UB refund 10.05
04/16/2015 COMM BROMIL BROWN MILLING, INC SODA 2,848.18
04/16/2015 COMM BUNCHR CHRISTOPHER BUNDY REIMBURSEMENT - MARCH 2015 91.73
04/16/2015 COMM BUSDAV DAVE BUSSEAR SOFTBALL UMPIRE FEES 130.00
04/16/2015 COMM C&CENT C & C ENTERPRISES, INC UNIFORM 141.93
04/16/2015 COMM CARLIM CARMEUSE LIME, INC. HICAL QL WATER 3,333.42
04/16/2015 COMM CDWGOV CDW GOVERNMENT, INC MISC SUPPLIES 2,964.24
04/16/2015 COMM CMUMAIL CENTRAL MICH UNIV - MAILROOM POSTAGE - 03/27/15 3,327.69
04/16/2015 COMM CMLIFE CENTRAL MICHIGAN LIFE SEASONAL/SUMMER LEAGUE 352.87
04/16/2015 COMM CMU119 CENTRAL MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY 2014 - EC LABOR GROUNDS 2,918.76
04/16/2015 COMM CENLIN CENTURYLINK CHARGES - MARCH 2015 79.28
04/16/2015 COMM CGSSAF CGS, INC. OVERHEAD CRANE TRAINING 1,094.10
04/16/2015 COMM CHACOM CHARTER COMMUNICATIONS DPS - 04/12-05/11/15 131.15



04/16/2015 COMM UNITWP CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF UNION 1ST QTR 2015 3,854.70
04/16/2015 COMM COACHR CHRISTOPHER COALE PROJECT CONSULTING 80.00
04/16/2015 COMM CONENE CONSUMERS ENERGY CHARGES - 03/31/15 27,085.50
04/16/2015 COMM COYNE COYNE OIL CORPORATION FUEL - 03/31/15 2,253.17
04/16/2015 COMM DISGRO DISTRIBUTORS GROUP, INC MISC SUPPLIES 874.92
04/16/2015 COMM DORSIG DORNBOS SIGN & SAFETY, INC. DPW - MISC SIGNS 820.52
04/16/2015 COMM ELESYS ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE, INC. 07/01-06/30/16 COVERAGE 221.20
04/16/2015 COMM ENVCHE ENVIRONMENTAL CHEMICAL ENTERPRISES HIGH HEAT 1,850.00
04/16/2015 COMM ENVRESASS ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCE ASSOCIATES MISC SUPPLIES 1,187.98
04/16/2015 COMM ETNASU ETNA SUPPLY COMPANY SUPPLIES 1,934.25
04/16/2015 COMM EVOWAT EVOQUA WATER TECHNOLOGIES LLC STRNG WOUN/ASYM POLYSUL 190.00
04/16/2015 COMM FLACON FLAX CONSTRUCTION OVERPAY BUILDING PERMIT 10.00
04/16/2015 COMM FLEVAN FLEIS & VANDENBRINK SAW GRANT - NOVEMBER 2014 21,823.60
04/16/2015 COMM FOLSCR FOLTZ SCREEN PRINT & SIGNS SERVICE/SUPPLIES 362.40
04/16/2015 COMM FOXMAL MALCOLM L FOX CAR ALLOWANCE - MARCH 2015 126.50
04/16/2015 COMM GALLS GALLS, LLC UNIFORM 278.19
04/16/2015 COMM GOVFIN GOVERNMENT FINANCE OFF ASSN MEMBERSHIP 225.00
04/16/2015 COMM HEISTE STEVEN HEIN MI SAFETY CONFERENCE 81.65
04/16/2015 COMM HOYCUR CURT HOYT TRAINING 16.00
04/16/2015 COMM HYDDES HYDROCORP CONTRACT MONTHLY - MARCH 2015 636.00
04/16/2015 COMM INFGLO INFOR (US), INC. MP2 - ADD'L USER 134.10
04/16/2015 COMM INNAND ANDREW INNIS SOFTBALL UMPIRE FEES 130.00
04/16/2015 COMM ISACOUCODE ISABELLA COUNTY - COMMUNITY DEVELOP INSPECTIONS - MARCH 2015 560.00
04/16/2015 COMM ISACORDCOM ISABELLA COUNTY ROAD COMM SEASONAL PERMIT - 2015-002104 25.00
04/16/2015 COMM ISATRE ISABELLA COUNTY TREASURER MICHIGAN TAX TRIBUNALS 6,879.09
04/16/2015 COMM JMURRA J. MURRAY & COMPANY GREAT EGG SCRAMBLE 537.15
04/16/2015 COMM JONNAT NATHAN JONAITIS SOFTBALL UMPIRE FEES 130.00
04/16/2015 COMM KENBRI BRIAN KENCH CAR ALLOWANCE - MARCH 2015 236.33
04/16/2015 COMM KENIND KENNEDY INDUSTRIES, INC VALVE 2,315.00
04/16/2015 COMM KONCRA KONECRANES INC ANNUAL INSPECTION CRANES/JIBS - FEB 2015 1,050.00
04/16/2015 COMM KROLINC KROLL BACKGROUND AMERICA, INC. BACKGROUND CHECKS 234.56
04/16/2015 COMM LAWPRO LAWSON PRODUCTS, INC MISC PARTS 401.03
04/16/2015 COMM MAYSTE STEVEN MAYNARD MILEAGE - FEB/MAR 2015 33.35
04/16/2015 COMM MCKSPE SPENCER MCKELLAR MILEAGE - MARCH 2015 18.52



04/16/2015 COMM MCLMEDMAN MCLAREN MEDICAL MANAGEMENT, INC SCREEN/EXAM - FEB/MAR 2015 1,186.00
04/16/2015 COMM NGSCOR MEDICAL EXCESS POL #949-1404 - MAY 2015 14,384.06
04/16/2015 COMM MEDLER MEDLER ELECTRIC COMPANY VAC SWITCH 130.33
04/16/2015 COMM MICCAT MICHIGAN CAT HYDRAULIC SYSTEM 128.39
04/16/2015 COMM MICMET MICHIGAN METER TECHNOLOGY GRP., INC METERS 5,007.97
04/16/2015 COMM MORSUN MORNING SUN FIRE - DAILY/SUNDAY 301.60
04/16/2015 COMM MOTOROLA MOTOROLA, INC. RADIOS/MOTORCYCLES 13,453.38
04/16/2015 COMM MPCOMED MT PLEASANT PUBLIC SCHOOL C PUHLMAN - APRIL 2015 3,724.61
04/16/2015 COMM MPTIRE MT PLEASANT TIRE SERVICE, INC VEHICLE SERVICE 453.73
04/16/2015 COMM MPLEAS MPPS FOOD & NUTRITION SERV PEAK  - MARCH 2015 1,134.00
04/16/2015 COMM MURROB ROBERT MURPHY CAR ALLOWANCE - MARCH 2015 437.00
04/16/2015 COMM MWEA MWEA LOCAL SECTION 21 MWEA SPRING CONFERENCE 60.00
04/16/2015 COMM NORCEN NCL OF WISCONSIN MISC CHEMICALS 442.47
04/16/2015 COMM NEIASSOC NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOC OF MICHIGAN ANNUAL CONVENTION 89.00
04/16/2015 COMM NEWTYB TYBRE NEWCOMER & COZETTE PHILLIPS OKAYA AIRFARE 4,117.20
04/16/2015 COMM NYEUNI NYE UNIFORM COMPANY UNIFORMS 837.65
04/16/2015 COMM OFFDEP OFFICE DEPOT OFFICE SUPPLIES 51.34
04/16/2015 COMM OLIHEL HELENE OLIS REUPHOLSTER SERVICE 450.00
04/16/2015 COMM MCGPAT PAT MCGUIRK EXCAVATING, INC PLOW AIRPORT - 03/03/15 900.00
04/16/2015 COMM PLEGRA PLEASANT GRAPHICS, INC SERVICES 2,462.00
04/16/2015 COMM PRITEC PRINT TECH DPW PERMITS 170.10
04/16/2015 COMM PROCOM PRO COMM, INC SERVICES 1,074.95
04/16/2015 COMM RABJAM JAMES RABEDIOUX CAR ALLOWANCE - MARCH 2015 274.85
04/16/2015 COMM RAPSHA SHAR RAPPUHN NGS 171.72
04/16/2015 COMM REPSER REPUBLIC SERVICES #239 DISPOSAL/RECYCLING - MARCH 2015 14,428.62
04/16/2015 COMM RIDNAN NANCY RIDLEY REIMBURSEMENT - APRIL 2015 39.99
04/16/2015 COMM SWCONT S W CONTROLS INC. DIGITAL PROVU 613.97
04/16/2015 COMM SPIGRO SPICER GROUP CONTRACT SERVICE 10,522.50
04/16/2015 COMM STAELE STANDARD ELECTRIC COMPANY CITY HALL - PARKING LOT 267.43
04/16/2015 COMM STACON STANTON CONSTRUCTION COMPANY DPS BLDG 200.00
04/16/2015 COMM STTRAN STATE OF MICHIGAN - MDOT SURVEY/SIGNAL ENERGY 3,894.57
04/16/2015 COMM STCONS STATE OF MICHIGAN BOILER INSPECTION - 03/27/15 130.00
04/16/2015 COMM USABLU USABLUEBOOK MATS 575.29
04/16/2015 COMM VREHAE VREDEVELD HAEFNER LLC 2015 AUDIT - 03/31/15 18,000.00



04/16/2015 COMM WALMARJ MARJORIE WALLINGTON MILEAGE 19.38
04/16/2015 COMM WAYLIS LISA WAY RECTRAC USER CONFERENCE 143.75
04/16/2015 COMM WIGRON RON WIGGINS TRAINING 16.00
04/16/2015 COMM WOZJOS JOSHUA WOZNIAK SEASONAL ORIENTATION 103.98
04/16/2015 COMM AIRGRE AIRGAS USA, LLC SUPPLIES 38.90

COMM TOTALS:
Total of 101 Checks: 532,545.53
Less 1 Void Checks: 139.60
Total of 100 Disbursements: 532,405.93


	Regular Meeting Agenda for 04.27.15
	1. Introduce Recreation and Sports Director Ryan Longoria.
	2. In-car video presentation by Police Captain Paul Lauria.
	3. Presentation of the 2015 William Brehm Tourism Award to Mt. PleasantParks and Recreation.
	4. Minutes of the Mt. Pleasant Planning Commission (March).
	5. Minutes of the Historic District Commission (December).
	6. 2014 Annual Report.
	7. First Quarter Investment Report.
	8. Notice of Temporary Traffic Control Order T5-2015.
	Temporary Traffic Control Order T5-2015.

	9. Communication from Brandon McQueen regarding potential ballot initiative regarding legalization of marijuana.
	10. Approval of the minutes of the regular meeting held April 13, 2015.
	11.	Public hearing on the Parks and Recreation Master Plan and consider approval of the same.
	Memo from Director of Parks  and Public Spaces Chris Bundy

	12. Bids and Quotations.
	 a. Road Salt -Memo from DPW Director John Zang

	13.	Consider setting a public hearing for May 11, 2015 on the CDBG Jockey Alley (Parking Lot #2) grant close-out.
	Memo from Dowtown Development Director Michelle Sponseller

	14.	Consider amendments to the Sidewalk License Policy.
	Memo from Downtwon Development Director Michelle Sponseller
	Proposed amendments to the  Downtown Sidewalk and Street Parking License Policy for Merchandise Displays, Food and Alcohol Service

	15.	Consider approval of sidewalk licenses for Midori, Market on Main, Rubbles and Crème de la Crème.
	Memo from Downtown Development Director Michelle Sponseller

	16. Consider Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Exception Policy.
	Proposed Residential Trash and Recycling Pickup Locations Policy

	17. Consider recommendation from the Property Committee to accept the assignment of the land contract from Mt. Pleasant Public Schools to Gratiot Isabella RESD for sites in Eastpointe IV.  

	Memo from Property Committee
	Assignment of Land Contract

	18.	Consider resolution to approve amended language of Article XIV, Section 5 of the City Charter and submit for placement on the November ballot.
	Memo from City Clerk Jeremy Howard
	Memo from Charter Committee
	Resolution

	19. Consider Preston Street Cost Sharing MOU with Central Michigan University.
	Preston Street Cost Sharing Memorandum of Understanding

	20.	Consider commercial franchise agreement for utility use.
	Memo from DPW Director John Zang

	20a. Commercial Property Utility Service and Franchise Agreement
	21. Receive and discuss recommended agenda template change.
	Recommended Agenda Template

	22. Consider closed session pursuant to subsection 8 (h) of the Open MeetingsAct for on material exempt from discussion or disclosure by state orfederal statute.
	23. Approval of payrolls and warrants.
	WORK SESSION: 24. Presentation on the 2016-2020 Capital Improvement Plan.



