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Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 

Economic Development Corporation (EDC) 

REVISED MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
July 16, 2020—1:00 P. M. 

ELECTRONICALLY CONDUCTED 

I. Call to Order 

The meeting was conducted electronically and was called to order by Chair Brad Wahr at 
1:00 p.m.  
 
Present: Joshua Agardy, Lori Gillis (for Will Joseph), Mary Ann Kornexl, Tom Krapohl,  
Nancy Ridley, Jeff Smith (Vice Chair), Jennifer Verleger, Bradley Wahr (Chair) 

Absent: Margaret McAvoy 
 
Also attending: (Staff): William Mrdeza, Michelle Sponseller (meeting host) 
 

II. Approval of Agenda 

It was moved by Ridley, seconded by Verleger, to approve the agenda as presented.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

III. Approval of the May 29, 2020 Meeting Minutes 

Kornexl suggested the May minutes be amended to more accurately reflect the explanation 
of the changes in the 2020 amended budget related to captured tax projections.  It was 
moved by Kornexl, seconded by Krapohl, to approve the May 29, 2020 meeting minutes 
as amended.  The motion passed unanimously. 

IV. Old and New Business:   

A. BRA 

1. Election of Officers 
Mrdeza indicated that the By-Laws of the Brownfield Authority and EDC call for the 
election of officers in July of each year.  Officers hold office for one year terms and 
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cannot hold the same office for two consecutive terms.  The current officers were elected 
to their current positions in 2019 and each have held their respective office for one term. 
It was moved by Ridley, seconded by Verleger to cast a unanimous ballot for Brad Wahr 
as Chair and Jeff Smith as Vice Chair of the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  
There were no other nominations.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
B. EDC 

1. Election of Officers 
  

It was moved by Ridley, seconded by Verleger to cast a unanimous ballot for Brad 
Wahr as Chair and Jeff Smith as Vice Chair of the Economic Development 
Corporation.  There were no other nominations.  The motion passed unanimously. 

    
2. Consider Authorizing the Chair or Vice Chair to Sign the Consumers Energy 

Easement Document Associated with Electrical Line Relocation for the Broadway 
Lofts Project 
 

Mrdeza indicated that Consumers Energy requested an easement across a small section of 
the NW corner of the City Hall parking lot in order to relocate their power lines in front 
of the 410 W. Broadway property along Broadway. This relocation terminates on 
property owned by the EDC and is part of the Broadway Lofts project. Staff recommends 
the Board authorize the Chair or, in his absence, the Vice Chair, to sign the easement 
document provided by Consumers Energy as included in the meeting packet. The 
proposed easement was reviewed by the City Engineer and attorney and no issues with 
the request or the document were identified.  It was moved by Agardy, seconded by 
Smith, to authorize the Chair to sign the easement document as described above.  The 
motion passed unanimously.   

3. Consider Authorizing the Chair to Sign the EDA "Certificate as to Project Site, 
Rights-of-Way, and Easements" Form 

 
Mrdeza requested the Board to authorize the Chair to sign Part Three of the EDA form 
"Certificate as to Project Site, Rights-of-Way, and Easements" as contained in the 
meeting packet. He explained that this form is a requirement of the EDA grant which 
will provide funding for the expansion of the detention pond in Industrial Park South 
and is specific to the 3.5 acres owned by the EDC in the park. Part Three of the form 
certifies that eminent domain was not exercised by the property owner to advance the 
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economic interests of private parties and would only be properly used in conjunction 
with an aspect of the approved project. Mrdeza emphasized that the power of eminent 
domain was not nor is it anticipated to be used in conjunction with the expansion pond 
project. The City Engineer and City Attorney have both completed and signed Parts One 
and Two of the form as required.  It was moved by Kornexl, seconded by Verleger, to 
authorize the Board Chair to sign the referenced EDA grant form as described above.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

V. Other Business 

Mrdeza provided a brief update on the property sale of the 3.5 acres owned by the EDC in 
Industrial Park South.  He reported that in June the City Commission confirmed the 
purchase price as recommended by the EDC and since that time, staff has been working 
with the buyer to finalize their due diligence activities as well as with EDA to make sure 
the timing of the purchase does not jeopardize the federal grant funds for the detention 
pond project.  Closing on the property is anticipated for early August. 

VI. Public Comment 

There were no public comments received or offered. 

VII. Adjourn 

There being no other comments or business, the meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 


